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Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 
Thank you for joining me for this Lenten Journey with our new friend, the Apostle 

Peter.  He has a lot to teach us and a wonderful example to set.  I think you will 

enjoy learning about him as much as I enjoyed studying him to put my thoughts in 

this devotional.   

 

The way this devotional works is to be a springboard for our online discussions, which 

take place on YouTube Wednesday nights at 8:00 p.m.  If you want to join those 

discussions, you can find them on our YouTube channel.  Just search YouTube for 

Wayne Street UMC St Marys and you will find us easily.  You can subscribe and click a 

reminder for the livestream.  I normally set the livestreams up on Mondays and I 

text out the link at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights.  I also put the link in the weekly 

church emails, so there are a variety of ways to get in the conversation.   

 

Each day, I am asking you to read one page designated by the date at the top of 

the page.  There is a scripture passage and a few comments from me.  At the 

bottom of each page are a couple of lines for you to record your observations to share 

during the Livestream.  I know it isn’t perfect, but I am trying to make these 

Wednesday night experiences as interactive as possible.   

 

I traced Peter’s journey only through the Gospel of Luke because I wanted to stay 

with just one account.  The Gospel of Luke does not have two of the most famous 

stories of Peter: walking on water and Jesus asking if Peter loved Him three times 

after the resurrection.  There may be some things you expected on a study of the 

life of Peter that won’t be here.  However, there is still plenty for us to study during 

this season of Lent.   

 

Again, thank you for joining me and I hope you will log in on Wednesday nights between 

now and Easter.   
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Thursday, February 18, 2021 - Luke 4:38-41  
38 After leaving the synagogue that day, Jesus went to Simon's home, where 

he found Simon's mother-in-law very sick with a high fever. "Please heal 

her," everyone begged. 39 Standing at her bedside, he rebuked the fever, 
and it left her. And she got up at once and prepared a meal for them. 40 As 

the sun went down that evening, people throughout the village brought sick 

family members to Jesus. No matter what their diseases were, the touch of 
his hand healed every one. 41 Many were possessed by demons; and the 

demons came out at his command, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But 

because they knew he was the Messiah, he rebuked them and refused to let 
them speak. 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
I have always read this healing story and wondered what Peter’s reaction would 

have been.  We usually look at this as something Peter was blessed by and very happy 

about.  I can’t help but notice that we are talking about his mother-in-law.  I also 

think it is important to observe that his mother-in-law lived with him.  I will allow 

you to draw any possible conclusions.  In fact, maybe we can open our discussion next 

Wednesday with the question of whether or not Peter was super happy about this.  

I promise, I won’t rat any of you out to your in-laws!   

 

When you get down to the healing story, you have to wonder what kind of profound 

impact this would have had on Peter.  This is the first time we run into Peter in the 

Gospel of Luke.  This is Peter and Jesus’ first private interaction.  Jesus had been 

teaching at the synagogue and he went home with Peter to meet his sick mother-

in-law.  Jesus showed great compassion to Peter by performing this private miracle.  

I need you to keep in mind that this story comes before the much more famous story 

of the huge fish catch, which we will read tomorrow.  That is the story most of us 

understand to be the moment Peter accepted Jesus’ call to follow him.  This story 

was sort of a warmup miracle for Peter.   

 

Either that or Peter’s mother-in-law made some kind of world-famous suppers and 

Jesus wanted to try one out…
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Friday, February 19, 2021 - Luke 5:1-11 
1 One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great 

crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two 

empty boats at the water's edge, for the fishermen had left them and were 
washing their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its 

owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the 

crowds from there. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Now 
go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish." 5 

"Master," Simon replied, "we worked hard all last night and didn't catch a 

thing. But if you say so, I'll let the nets down again." 6 And this time their 
nets were so full of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their 

partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on 

the verge of sinking. 8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he 
fell to his knees before Jesus and said, "Oh, Lord, please leave me--I'm too 

much of a sinner to be around you." 9 For he was awestruck by the number 

of fish they had caught, as were the others with him. 10 His partners, James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, 

"Don't be afraid! From now on you'll be fishing for people!" 11 And as soon 

as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I know this this is the moment most identified with Peter being called by Jesus.  

But what surprises me and what I honestly didn’t realize before is what we read 

yesterday.  Jesus had already healed Peter’s mother-in-law before this happened so 

Peter was already well aware of the power Jesus possessed.  I find it very 

interesting that healing his mother-in-law didn’t seem to convert Peter.  If it had, 

we wouldn’t get verse 9.  Seems to me if Peter was going to be Awestruck that 

would have happened when his mother-in-law started making supper in yesterday’s 

reading.  Instead, it was the miraculous catch of fish that brought him to faith and 

made Peter commit to becoming the man we know from our scriptures today.   

 

What we see here is that Peter took a little convincing, he wasn’t going to believe 

just anything.  He had witnessed Messiahs rise and fall most of his life.  Jesus 

demonstrated both authority over physical illness and command over the forces of 

nature.  Peter then realized that Jesus was something he could not deny.  
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Saturday, February 20, 2021 - Luke 6:1-11 
1 One Sabbath day as Jesus was walking through some grainfields, his 

disciples broke off heads of grain, rubbed off the husks in their hands, and 

ate the grain. 2 But some Pharisees said, "Why are you breaking the law by 
harvesting grain on the Sabbath?" 3 Jesus replied, "Haven't you read in the 

Scriptures what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He 

went into the house of God and broke the law by eating the sacred loaves of 
bread that only the priests can eat. He also gave some to his companions." 

5 And Jesus added, "The Son of Man is Lord, even over the Sabbath." 6 On 

another Sabbath day, a man with a deformed right hand was in the 
synagogue while Jesus was teaching. 7 The teachers of religious law and the 

Pharisees watched Jesus closely. If he healed the man's hand, they planned 

to accuse him of working on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew their thoughts. 
He said to the man with the deformed hand, "Come and stand in front of 

everyone." So the man came forward. 9 Then Jesus said to his critics, "I 

have a question for you. Does the law permit good deeds on the Sabbath, 
or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy it?" 10 He 

looked around at them one by one and then said to the man, "Hold out your 

hand." So the man held out his hand, and it was restored! 11 At this, the 
enemies of Jesus were wild with rage and began to discuss what to do with 

him.  

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Let’s consider the contrast between our first two readings and this one.  We don’t 

get much of a recorded reaction from Peter on the healing of his mother-in-law but 

when followed by the miraculous catch of fish, Peter was “awestruck.”  While he still 

makes plenty of mistakes through the course of the Gospel, his initial response to 

seeing Jesus do something this amazing was to worship and follow.  In today’s 

passage, the Pharisees witness a miracle and rather than be happy for the man who 

received a restored and healed hand, they were angry about Sabbath laws and 

tradition being broken.  Notice, Jesus had the man stand up in front of the Pharisees 

and made the man with the bad hand an object lesson for the Pharisees.  We see in 

verse 11 that Jesus’ attempt to convince them miserably failed.  This is the 

difference between Peter the Apostle and the Pharisees whose names are not 

recorded in the Gospel.   
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Sunday, February 21, 2021 - Luke 6:12-22 
12 One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he 

prayed to God all night. 13 At daybreak he called together all of his disciples 

and chose twelve of them to be apostles. Here are their names: 14 Simon 
(whom he named Peter), Andrew (Peter's brother), James, John, Philip, 

Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (who 

was called the zealot), 16 Judas (son of James), Judas Iscariot (who later 
betrayed him). 17 When they came down from the mountain, the disciples 

stood with Jesus on a large, level area, surrounded by many of his followers 

and by the crowds. There were people from all over Judea and from 
Jerusalem and from as far north as the seacoasts of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They 

had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those troubled 

by evil spirits were healed. 19 Everyone tried to touch him, because healing 
power went out from him, and he healed everyone. 20 Then Jesus turned to 

his disciples and said, "God blesses you who are poor, for the Kingdom of 

God is yours. 21 God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be 
satisfied. God blesses you who weep now, for in due time you will laugh. 22 

What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and mock 

you and curse you as evil because you follow the Son of Man. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Choosing the 12 Apostles was a task that Jesus did not take lightly.  Luke tells us 

that he went up the mountain and prayed all night before making his choice.  He 

wanted those who were chosen as Apostles to be the ones His Father chose.  Any of 

you who know the story of the Apostles may be a little shocked that God would want 

this crew together because they aren’t always on top of the situations they face.  

In the story, we get evidence of Peter being awestruck and we also get stories of 

Peter completely botching what was supposed to happen.  You have to hand it to 

God, He led His Son to choose 12 of the most real guys He could find.  They are 

passionate, frightened, make mistakes and at times you can almost hear Jesus slap 

His forehead in frustration at these guys.  If nothing else, the fact that Peter was 

the rock upon which the Church is built should give you some comfort.  Knowing 

someone as imperfect as Peter had a role in building God’s Kingdom, then so do I and 

for that I say thanks be to God! 
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Monday, February 22, 2021 - Luke 7:36-50 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went 

to his home and sat down to eat. 37 When a certain immoral woman from 

that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar 
filled with expensive perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, 

weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. 

Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. 39 When the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were 

a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She's a 

sinner!" 40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. "Simon," he said to the 
Pharisee, "I have something to say to you." "Go ahead, Teacher," Simon 

replied. 41 Then Jesus told him this story: "A man loaned money to two 

people--500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. 42 But neither 
of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their 

debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?" 43 Simon answered, 

"I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt." "That's right," 
Jesus said. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Look at this 

woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn't offer me water 

to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair. 45 You didn't greet me with a kiss, but from the 

time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You neglected 

the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet 
with rare perfume. 47 "I tell you, her sins--and they are many--have been 

forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little 

shows only little love." 48 Then Jesus said to the woman, "Your sins are 
forgiven." 49 The men at the table said among themselves, "Who is this 

man, that he goes around forgiving sins?" 50 And Jesus said to the woman, 

"Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
The passage here is a little confusing because the Simon mentioned here is a 

different Simon than our Simon Peter.  He is a completely different person than the 

Peter from our study.  I included it to show you that Peter would have been present 

and he would have been scandalized.  Given the cultural norms of the day, he would 

have been very uncomfortable.  We will speak in more detail about what happens here 

on Wednesday night.   
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Tuesday, February 23, 2021 - Luke 8:22-25 
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's cross to the other side of the 

lake." So they got into a boat and started out. 23 As they sailed across, 

Jesus settled down for a nap. But soon a fierce storm came down on the 
lake. The boat was filling with water, and they were in real danger. 24 The 

disciples went and woke him up, shouting, "Master, Master, we're going to 

drown!" When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and the raging waves. 
Suddenly the storm stopped and all was calm. 25 Then he asked them, 

"Where is your faith?" The disciples were terrified and amazed. "Who is this 

man?" they asked each other. "When he gives a command, even the wind 
and waves obey him!" 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
This passage is a little different than the account in the Gospel of John.  It is 

John’s version of the story where Jesus invited Peter to step out of the boat and 

walk on water.  Luke’s account doesn’t include that detail.  Still, Peter would have 

been in the boat, he would have witnessed the wind and the waves, he would have 

experienced the panic of thinking he was going to die, and he would have been very 

confused that Jesus was sleeping through this.  I am not a big-time boater, but I 

do own a kayak that I get out on the lake a couple times a year.  A few times I got 

the kayak out and the water was a little rougher than I realized.  While I am sure 

the boat the disciples were in was not made out of orange plastic like mine, I think 

both of us have an understanding of being on rough water in a small vessel.  Rough 

water is not the calming experience of the water rocking you to sleep.  It is the 

experience of thinking your head is going to come off of your body because of how hard 

you are getting thrashed by the waves.  It is wet, cold, and frightening.  Not exactly 

prime sleeping conditions.  But Jesus was sleeping through this.  Clearly the 

carpenter was not concerned whereas the fishermen thought they were going to die.  

The disciples received a lesson on God’s power and authority over the wind and waves, 

which would have been impressive on its own, but they also got a lesson on the 

perception of danger.  Jesus was clearly not afraid of this challenge.  His confidence 

should have given the Disciples confidence, as soon as their focus turned from the 

wind and waves and returned to Jesus, they received assurance that God was still 

in control.   
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Wednesday, February 24, 2021 - Luke 8:40-46 
40 On the other side of the lake the crowds welcomed Jesus, because they 

had been waiting for him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, a leader of the local 

synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come home 
with him. 42 His only daughter, who was about twelve years old, was dying. 

As Jesus went with him, he was surrounded by the crowds. 43 A woman in 

the crowd had suffered for twelve years with constant bleeding, and she 
could find no cure. 44 Coming up behind Jesus, she touched the fringe of his 

robe. Immediately, the bleeding stopped. 45 "Who touched me?" Jesus 

asked. Everyone denied it, and Peter said, "Master, this whole crowd is 
pressing up against you." 46 But Jesus said, "Someone deliberately touched 

me, for I felt healing power go out from me." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
In my 25 years of doing ministry, I have been in so many situations where I wish I 

could do what happens in this passage.  When you hug a mom who just lost her child 

or sit in the waiting room of the ICU, I just wish that God would allow me to heal 

broken bodies with a touch.  To empower me to eradicate something causing so much 

pain would be a gift I so deeply wish I could give.  I say this to make sure I am 

clear that I have no idea what this would have been like for Jesus.  I have been in 

a lot of situations that drained me of energy for many reasons.  But I doubt that 

it was the feeling of being overwhelmed or discouraged.  I would imagine Jesus 

accidentally healing this woman felt like the really good kind of tired.  Do you know 

what that feels like?  It is the feeling of a good day of honest work which ends with 

a hearty supper, a shower, and a good night’s sleep.  It was a feeling of satisfaction 

of doing something good even though Jesus clearly had no idea what He did or who 

He did it for.  When Jesus asked Peter about who touched Him, you can hear Peter’s 

frustration when he asks, “are You serious?”  But even in his frustration, Peter 

realizes that something happened.  He is about to find out that the power that 

Jesus holds is so powerful it can accomplish tasks and display signs and wonders 

without Jesus even being aware of it.  Good things happened around Jesus that 

Jesus didn’t realize were happening.  When the lady came forward and confessed, 

Peter would have been amazed over a miracle that Jesus did by accident.   
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Thursday, February 25, 2021 - Luke 9:18-27 
18 One day Jesus left the crowds to pray alone. Only his disciples were with 

him, and he asked them, "Who do people say I am?" 19 "Well," they replied, 

"some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say you are one of 
the other ancient prophets risen from the dead." 20 Then he asked them, 

"But who do you say I am?" Peter replied, "You are the Messiah sent from 

God!" 21 Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone who he was. 22 "The 
Son of Man must suffer many terrible things," he said. "He will be rejected 

by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He will 

be killed, but on the third day he will be raised from the dead." 23 Then he 
said to the crowd, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn 

from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you 

try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake, you will save it. 25 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world 

but are yourself lost or destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my 

message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in 
his glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels. 27 I tell you the 

truth, some standing here right now will not die before they see the Kingdom 

of God."  

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Why are we doing a Lenten Study on Peter?  It is because of this passage.  I 

absolutely love Peter because I am just like him.  Today’s passage is 9 verses.  Not 

a long passage by any stretch of the imagination but you have got to admit, a lot 

happens in these verses.  Peter gives a full confession that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God.  Bingo!  Peter got it.  After everything he had witnessed from the healing 

of his mother-in-law to the healing of a random woman by accident and everything in 

between, Peter had seen enough to move him to make the greatest confession of his 

life.  Jesus praises him and everything is good.  And Peter is going to do great things.  

We will find out tomorrow that he gets invited by Jesus to climb a mountain and 

meet a couple of celebrity guests.  And in the middle of this amazing experience that 

Peter is having because of this confession, Peter still can’t control his impulsive 

mouth.  More on this tomorrow, but I want you to notice that this passage ends at 

verse 27 and tomorrow’s passage picks up at verse 28.  These two days of readings 

happen one after the other.   
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Friday, February 26, 2021 - Luke 9:28-36 
28 About eight days later Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a 

mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was 

transformed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly, two men, 
Moses and Elijah, appeared and began talking with Jesus. 31 They were 

glorious to see. And they were speaking about his exodus from this world, 

which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. 32 Peter and the others had 
fallen asleep. When they woke up, they saw Jesus' glory and the two men 

standing with him. 33 As Moses and Elijah were starting to leave, Peter, not 

even knowing what he was saying, blurted out, "Master, it's wonderful for 
us to be here! Let's make three shelters as memorials--one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah." 34 But even as he was saying this, a cloud 

overshadowed them, and terror gripped them as the cloud covered them. 35 
Then a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen 

to him." 36 When the voice finished, Jesus was there alone. They didn't tell 

anyone at that time what they had seen.  

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Earlier in the study, I mentioned being able to actually hear Jesus slap His own 

forehead in frustration.  To me, this is one of the biggest moments when Jesus 

wanted to do a miracle and wire Peter’s mouth shut.  Jesus is there with Moses and 

Elijah, signifying the law and the prophets, the representatives of the Old 

Testament.  Moses and Elijah know who Jesus is and in the middle of this amazing 

experience, Peter interrupts to ask if he can build a house for each of the guests.  

Every time I read this passage; I want to paraphrase verse 36 as God the Father 

telling Peter to shut up.  Keep in mind, this happens directly after Peter made his 

great confession of Jesus as the Christ.  Peter may have become aware of the Truth 

but underneath this newfound confession beats the heart of a real man whose mouth 

runs infinitely faster than his brain.  This is why I love Peter, he never stops and 

thinks before he gets involved.  Just like many of the traits we all have, Peter’s 

desire to be involved in whatever is happening is both a blessing and a curse depending 

on how much control Peter holds over the desire.   
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Saturday, February 27, 2021 - Luke 9:37-44 
37 The next day, after they had come down the mountain, a large crowd 

met Jesus. 38 A man in the crowd called out to him, "Teacher, I beg you to 

look at my son, my only child. 39 An evil spirit keeps seizing him, making 
him scream. It throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. 

It batters him and hardly ever leaves him alone. 40 I begged your disciples 

to cast out the spirit, but they couldn't do it." 41 Jesus said, "You faithless 
and corrupt people! How long must I be with you and put up with you?" Then 

he said to the man, "Bring your son here." 42 As the boy came forward, the 

demon knocked him to the ground and threw him into a violent convulsion. 
But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit and healed the boy. Then he gave him back 

to his father. 43 Awe gripped the people as they saw this majestic display of 

God's power. While everyone was marveling at everything he was doing, 
Jesus said to his disciples, "Listen to me and remember what I say. The Son 

of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies." 45 But they 

didn't know what he meant. Its significance was hidden from them, so they 
couldn't understand it, and they were afraid to ask him about it 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
We are still in Luke 9, the same as the past two days of readings.  To recount, we 

have Peter getting it right and confessing Jesus as the Christ, Jesus having a semi-

private conversation with Moses and Elijah, and then we follow that up with this 

strange story and I want you to notice something about Jesus here.  This is the 

first time we hear Jesus get frustrated in the Gospel of Luke.  The cleansing of the 

temple where Jesus fights the moneychangers won’t happen until much later in the 

story.  Jesus is upset with His followers, including Peter.  Jesus is upset that they 

could not drive the demon out of this boy.  Now, there is one level here where this 

could be an indictment of us.  I wrote a devotion earlier lamenting the fact that I 

can’t heal on command like Jesus.  But Jesus seems to think that His followers should 

be able to do this kind of thing and if they can’t it is an indictment of their faith.  

Peter recognized Jesus as the Son of God, Peter saw Moses and Elijah, but he could 

not muster the faith necessary to overcome the demon.  When was the last time 

your faith moved you to overcome an obstacle in your path?   
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Sunday, February 28, 2021 - Luke 9:46-48 
46 Then his disciples began arguing about which of them was the greatest. 

47 But Jesus knew their thoughts, so he brought a little child to his side. 48 

Then he said to them, "Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 
behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me also welcomes my 

Father who sent me. Whoever is the least among you is the greatest."  

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Nothing like following up a failure about not being able to heal a little boy with an 

argument about who is the greatest.  Sounds like everyone just failed, why on earth 

would it matter who was the best?  Jesus had just gotten aggravated with them 

and just like any time a leader of a group gets aggravated, the people they are 

leading started to bicker.  I have seen this many times, when the person in charge 

is upset the whole organization is angry.  Luke doesn’t come out and say this here, 

but I think it is a safe assumption given that we are still in chapter 9 that they 

were passing the buck on who was to blame for not being able to help the child.  Pride 

is a dangerous thing and these guys just took a pretty good shot to the pride.  None 

of them wanted to be the one who let Jesus down and caused Him to be mad at 

them.  No one wanted to be the one who let Jesus down so they were making what 

I am sure were passionate arguments about who was the greatest because 

whoever is the greatest couldn’t have messed up like that.  What does Jesus show 

them?  A child.  This is what you should be like.  On other versions of the Gospel, 

Jesus tells them to have faith like a child, but that isn’t how Luke records it.  He 

says welcome the child.  Have you ever been around a child?  What does a child have 

to offer that you can’t get for yourself?  If you welcome a child (notice, Jesus doesn’t 

say YOUR child, just any child) you are welcoming someone who can do nothing for you.  

They have nothing to offer you but dependance and responsibility.  They are going to 

make mistakes and they are going to be selfish because that is what children do.  

Jesus says that the one who will be the greatest is the one who welcomes.  That is 

the standard of greatness is the amount of welcome you can give.  Welcome does not 

mean acceptance, nor does it meant that you have to condone anything they do or 

have done.  What it means is that you are willing to welcome someone no matter 

what happens.  This is why greatness is measured on the scale of welcome.   
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Monday, March 1, 2021 - Luke 9:51-62 
49 John said to Jesus, "Master, we saw someone using your name to cast 

out demons, but we told him to stop because he isn't in our group." 50 But 

Jesus said, "Don't stop him! Anyone who is not against you is for you." 51 
As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 

for Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to 

prepare for his arrival. 53 But the people of the village did not welcome Jesus 
because he was on his way to Jerusalem. 54 When James and John saw this, 

they said to Jesus, "Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn them 

up?" 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 So they went on to another 
village. 57 As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, "I will follow 

you wherever you go." 58 But Jesus replied, "Foxes have dens to live in, and 

birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head." 59 
He said to another person, "Come, follow me." The man agreed, but he said, 

"Lord, first let me return home and bury my father." 60 But Jesus told him, 

"Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead! Your duty is to go and preach 
about the Kingdom of God." 61 Another said, "Yes, Lord, I will follow you, 

but first let me say good-bye to my family." 62 But Jesus told him, "Anyone 

who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom 
of God." 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
Jesus set His sites on Jerusalem.  After everything that had happened, He was now 

coming to terms with what it would take to get the world reconciled to God and that 

was the cross.  That is why Luke tells us that set out resolutely for Jerusalem.  It 

is no mistake that this decision comes around very shortly after Jesus’ conversation 

with Moses and Elijah.  After being reassured by these Old Testament leaders and 

by witnessing Peter identifying Him as the Messiah and then quickly dropping the 

ball.  After he saw the disciples argue over whose fault it was that they could not 

get the demon out of the boy.  Jesus then clearly understood that redemption was 

what was needed.  Luke records these passing conversations where Jesus seems to 

talk to people as He is walking by.  He is warning people to make sure that the 

Kingdom of God is your primary focus no matter how enticing or important the 

distractions seem.  When we take our eyes off God, then by definition, our eyes are 

on something else and nothing good comes from that.   
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Tuesday, March 2, 2021 - Luke 10:1-16 
1 The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in 

pairs to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 2 These were his 

instructions to them: "The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray 
to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 

into his fields. 3 Now go, and remember that I am sending you out as lambs 

among wolves. 4 Don't take any money with you, nor a traveler's bag, nor 
an extra pair of sandals. And don't stop to greet anyone on the road. 5 

"Whenever you enter someone's home, first say, 'May God's peace be on 

this house.' 6 If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if 
they are not, the blessing will return to you. 7 Don't move around from home 

to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking what they provide. Don't 

hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve their pay. 8 
"If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you. 9 

Heal the sick, and tell them, 'The Kingdom of God is near you now.' 10 But 

if a town refuses to welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 'We 
wipe even the dust of your town from our feet to show that we have 

abandoned you to your fate. And know this--the Kingdom of God is near!' 

12 I assure you, even wicked Sodom will be better off than such a town on 
judgment day. 13 "What sorrow awaits you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if 

the miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre and Sidon, their 

people would have repented of their sins long ago, clothing themselves in 
burlap and throwing ashes on their heads to show their remorse. 14 Yes, 

Tyre and Sidon will be better off on judgment day than you. 15 And you 

people of Capernaum, will you be honored in heaven? No, you will go down 
to the place of the dead." 16 Then he said to the disciples, "Anyone who 

accepts your message is also accepting me. And anyone who rejects you is 

rejecting me. And anyone who rejects me is rejecting God, who sent me." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
While Peter is still a major character in the Gospel story, we haven’t heard from him 

in a while.  I included this passage to say that Jesus was expanding the number of 

people who were a part of His followers.  After the Apostles argued among 

themselves who was the greatest, it makes me wonder how the original 12 felt 

about the new 72.  My guess is they weren’t too thrilled, but Jesus was changing 

the world not pacifying his immediate followers.
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Wednesday, March 3, 2021 - Luke 10:38-42 
38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they 

came to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord's feet, listening to what he 
taught. 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. 

She came to Jesus and said, "Lord, doesn't it seem unfair to you that my 

sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me." 
41 But the Lord said to her, "My dear Martha, you are worried and upset 

over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned 

about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Mary and Martha have a much larger role in the Gospel account of John.  Luke 

mentions them in passing here but Mary does come back later in the Gospel of Luke 

in a major way.  But here we have a whole lot of interesting things going on.  First, 

no mention of Lazarus, only his two sisters.  Second, one sister is doing what was 

culturally expected (Martha) and the other sister is not (Mary).  The very first 

devotional of this study was Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law so that she could 

make supper for them.  I am sure that was not His only motivation, but that was 

how Luke recorded it.  However, in this passage, Jesus praises Mary.  She is the one 

who discovered something of great value, which was the Truth of the Gospel.  

Because of this story, Mary is going to find some even greater truth on the first 

Easter Sunday morning.  Martha is the one distracted by the world and Mary is the 

one focused on God.  As we have seen already a couple of times in this study, and we 

aren’t done finding it yet, that the rewards of this life come from focusing on God.  

If we allow the cares and distractions of this world to throw us off track, then we 

miss the most important thing in this world.  Martha was working hard yet 

completely missing it.  Mary was doing nothing but listening and taking it in and she 

clearly got it.  Martha is frustrated that Mary isn’t helping and Jesus recognizes 

that Mary is working on leaving the constraints of this world behind.  As I said a 

few devotions ago, we don’t measure faithfulness on the how-busy-we-are scale, we 

measure faithfulness on the scale of welcome.  Martha was trying to build an earthly 

welcome and Mary was focused on a heavenly welcome.  That is why Jesus praised 

Mary.  
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Thursday, March 4, 2021 - Luke 11:1-13 
1 Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his 

disciples came to him and said, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught 

his disciples." 2 Jesus said, "This is how you should pray: "Father, may your 
name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. 3 Give us each day the 

food we need, 4 and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. And don't let us yield to temptation." 5 Then, teaching them more about 
prayer, he used this story: "Suppose you went to a friend's house at 

midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6 'A 

friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.' 
7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, 'Don't bother me. The door is 

locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can't help you.' 8 

But I tell you this--though he won't do it for friendship's sake, if you keep 
knocking long enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need 

because of your shameless persistence. 9 "And so I tell you, keep on asking, 

and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. 
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who 

asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the 

door will be opened. 11 "You fathers--if your children ask for a fish, do you 
give them a snake instead? 12 Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them 

a scorpion? Of course not! 13 So if you sinful people know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him." 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 

I know this passage says that one of the disciples asked Jesus about this, but just 

for sake of this devotional, lets assume it was Peter.  Peter had witnessed many 

things that caused Him to accept Jesus as Messiah.  Peter had failed and he had 

done good things.  He was a part of the argument about who was the greatest and 

he had recognized Jesus as the Messiah.  But one thing was for sure, Peter was 

clearly starting to understand that life focused on God is better than any other life.  

So this question naturally comes forth.  Jesus clearly prioritized prayer, so it would 

make sense that Peter would want to follow in Jesus footsteps.  We aren’t told what 

Peter’s response to this teaching was, but I would be very interested to know if 

Peter had a follow up question.  “Teach me how to pray so I can command the 

weather…”   



 

Notes for this Wednesday’s Livestream. 
 
 

 
 

 

Page 17 

Friday, March 5, 2021 - Luke 12:35-48 
35 "Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 as though you 

were waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will 

be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. 
37 The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. 

I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve 

them as they sit and eat! 38 He may come in the middle of the night or just 
before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who are 

ready. 39 "Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar 

was coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least 

expected." 41 Peter asked, "Lord, is that illustration just for us or for 

everyone?" 42 And the Lord replied, "A faithful, sensible servant is one to 
whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his other 

household servants and feeding them. 43 If the master returns and finds 

that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. 44 I tell you 
the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns. 45 But 

what if the servant thinks, 'My master won't be back for a while,' and he 

begins beating the other servants, partying, and getting drunk? 46 The 
master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will cut the servant 

in pieces and banish him with the unfaithful. 47 "And a servant who knows 

what the master wants, but isn't prepared and doesn't carry out those 
instructions, will be severely punished. 48 But someone who does not know, 

and then does something wrong, will be punished only lightly. When 

someone has been given much, much will be required in return; and when 
someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.  

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
I read this passage through a couple of times and something stuck out to me.  Peter 

asks a question in verse 41.  Jesus never answers the question, in fact, if you read 

the whole passage, Jesus doesn’t even acknowledge the question.  If you cut verse 

41 out, the passage flows like a statement from Jesus.  This seems very odd to me.  

Why did Luke record Peter asking a question in the middle of this lesson but makes 

no attempt whatsoever to even acknowledge that the question was asked?  We will 

get into more details about this Wednesday night and I am curious as to what your 

thoughts on that will be.   
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Saturday, March 6, 2021 - Luke 12:49-53 
49 "I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! 

50 I have a terrible baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a 

heavy burden until it is accomplished. 51 Do you think I have come to bring 
peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people against each other! 52 

From now on families will be split apart, three in favor of me, and two 

against--or two in favor and three against. 53 'Father will be divided against 
son and son against father; mother against daughter and daughter against 

mother; and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.'" 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
This passage is a direct continuation from yesterday’s reading where Peter asks a 

question and Jesus blows it off.  Jesus is going through an explanation where He is 

warning people to be ready and how preparation of the heart is just as important 

as preparation of the body or mind in being ready to face situations.  As I reread 

these passages, I feel like Jesus is getting more frustrated the more He talks.  

Again, I did not notice Jesus’ frustration until after He met with Moses and Elijah.  

Jesus seems to have gotten more desperate for people to get right with God.  This 

is where our drive for evangelism comes from.  There is danger in our world and Jesus 

knew it.  Since the challenge of Sin and the temptation of living in this world was 

becoming more and more apparent to Jesus and His time among us was getting 

shorter and shorter, He does seem like He is more desperate to make His point to us 

so that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will continue.  Some of the challenge that Jesus 

was most worried about was the challenge in families.  If you work with a coworker 

who is a jerk or someone shouts mean things to you while you are driving, we can deal 

with that and go on.  But when the conflict is with the people you care about, that 

is a challenge that few people can get over.  Jesus had already witnessed the 

Disciples arguing over who was the greatest.  Jesus clearly understood these kinds 

of difficult conversations were going to happen and sometimes those disagreements 

resulted in division.  Jesus wanted to make sure we were ready.  That might be why 

Jesus ignored Peter’s question from yesterday.  Jesus wanted to focus on making the 

Gospel yours so it could be a part of your life no matter what challenge may come 

along.  
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Sunday, March 7, 2021 - Luke 16:1-13 
1 Jesus told this story to his disciples: "There was a certain rich man who 

had a manager handling his affairs. One day a report came that the manager 

was wasting his employer's money. 2 So the employer called him in and 
said, 'What's this I hear about you? Get your report in order, because you 

are going to be fired.' 3 "The manager thought to himself, 'Now what? My 

boss has fired me. I don't have the strength to dig ditches, and I'm too proud 
to beg. 4 Ah, I know how to ensure that I'll have plenty of friends who will 

give me a home when I am fired.' 5 "So he invited each person who owed 

money to his employer to come and discuss the situation. He asked the first 
one, 'How much do you owe him?' 6 The man replied, 'I owe him 800 gallons 

of olive oil.' So the manager told him, 'Take the bill and quickly change it to 

400 gallons.' 7 "'And how much do you owe my employer?' he asked the 
next man. 'I owe him 1,000 bushels of wheat,' was the reply. 'Here,' the 

manager said, 'take the bill and change it to 800 bushels.' 8 "The rich man 

had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that 
the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around 

them than are the children of the light. 9 Here's the lesson: Use your worldly 

resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your earthly 
possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home. 10 "If you 

are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are 

dishonest in little things, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities. 
11 And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you 

with the true riches of heaven? 12 And if you are not faithful with other 

people's things, why should you be trusted with things of your own? 13 "No 
one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you 

will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and money." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I included this parable and not many of the other ones in the Gospel of Luke because 

this one is specifically addressed to the Disciples.  And to continue with the theme of 

Jesus warning people, this one is about the danger of attempting to serve God and 

money.  We will get into specifics of this passage on Wednesday night, but the clear 

warning here is not to divide your focus between God and anything else in life.  
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Monday, March 8, 2021 - Luke 17:20-25 
20 One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, "When will the Kingdom of God 

come?" Jesus replied, "The Kingdom of God can't be detected by visible 

signs. 21 You won't be able to say, 'Here it is!' or 'It's over there!' For the 
Kingdom of God is already among you." 22 Then he said to his disciples, 

"The time is coming when you will long to see the day when the Son of Man 

returns, but you won't see it. 23 People will tell you, 'Look, there is the Son 
of Man,' or 'Here he is,' but don't go out and follow them. 24 For as the 

lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other, so it will 

be on the day when the Son of Man comes. 25 But first the Son of Man must 
suffer terribly and be rejected by this generation. 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
The Pharisees ask a question and Jesus gives them a short and obvious answer.  The 

Kingdom of God is not a physical place you can see like a grocery store or a gas station.  

God’s Kingdom has the potential to be everywhere.  Where the Pharisees were looking 

for a physical place, Jesus wanted them to look for evidence.  I don’t need any 

evidence of the existence of the building of Wayne Street UMC.  I am sitting in it 

right now, there is no doubt it is here.  However, if I wanted to go to happiness or 

joy or satisfaction, those are concepts and experiences not places.  Jesus told them 

they were looking for the wrong thing.  Unfortunately, I think that many people 

today are still looking for the wrong thing.  After Jesus answers this question to 

the Pharisees, He turns and speaks directly to the Disciples and takes the warning 

to another level. If someone tells you they have “found” the Kingdom of God, don’t 

believe them.  It is just like the telemarketer who keeps calling me about the 

warranty on the Beetle.  The Beetle is 21 years old, any warranty that old man had 

ran out a long time ago.  Therefore, all I would do is pay money for a warranty that 

is not valid anyway.  It is a scam and Jesus says the same thing about people who 

claim to have found the Kingdom of God in a certain location.  There may be some 

places where we have a profound experience of God’s Kingdom but that is because of 

who is there not what is there.  It is the combination of the presence of God mixed 

with the faithful response of believers that makes the Kingdom of God real.  This 

is what Jesus wants the Disciples to understand.  They don’t just represent the 

Kingdom of God, they ARE the Kingdom of God and they need to behave accordingly.  
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Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - Luke 18:18-30 
18 Once a religious leader asked Jesus this question: "Good Teacher, what 

should I do to inherit eternal life?" 19 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus 

asked him. "Only God is truly good. 20 But to answer your question, you 
know the commandments: 'You must not commit adultery. You must not 

murder. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. Honor your father 

and mother.'" 21 The man replied, "I've obeyed all these commandments 
since I was young." 22 When Jesus heard his answer, he said, "There is still 

one thing you haven't done. Sell all your possessions and give the money to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 23 
But when the man heard this he became very sad, for he was very rich. 24 

When Jesus saw this, he said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

Kingdom of God! 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!" 26 Those who 

heard this said, "Then who in the world can be saved?" 27 He replied, "What 

is impossible for people is possible with God." 28 Peter said, "We've left our 
homes to follow you." 29 "Yes," Jesus replied, "and I assure you that 

everyone who has given up house or wife or brothers or parents or children, 

for the sake of the Kingdom of God, 30 will be repaid many times over in 
this life, and will have eternal life in the world to come." 
 

Notes from Tim: 
 

This passage has always made me sad.  I understand what Jesus is teaching here 

but it is really hard.  At first, the religious leader asks Jesus what one must do to 

inherit eternal life.  Jesus lists off a series of random commandments that all of us 

agree with.  Don’t commit adultery, murder, steal, lie, or disobey your parents.  I 

think that for the most part we all agree with those.  To be honest, so would a 

Buddhist, Muslim, even an atheist would agree with these principles.   On the other 

hand, in all my years of working in churches, I have never had a person come to church 

and claim they found Jesus because He condemned murder.  Jesus pushed the religious 

leader a little further.  If you want to earn eternal life, then give everything away.  

This fits with the theme that Jesus had been pushing all along that you should 

never divide loyalty between God and anything or anyone else.  This is a crushing thing 

to say to anyone.  I don’t own much, but I sure would like to keep what I have!  

What if Jesus was making a point about the futility of trying to “earn” eternal life?   
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Wednesday, March 10, 2021 - Luke 19:1-10 
1 Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a 

man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, 

and he had become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was 
too short to see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-

fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus 

came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. "Zacchaeus!" 
he said. "Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today." 6 

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great 

excitement and joy. 7 But the people were displeased. "He has gone to be 
the guest of a notorious sinner," they grumbled. 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus 

stood before the Lord and said, "I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, 

and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times 
as much!" 9 Jesus responded, "Salvation has come to this home today, for 

this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of 

Man came to seek and save those who are lost." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Who was there at the entrance into Jericho to experience God: Zacchaeus or the 

grumblers in the crowd?  Given Jesus has really pushed people on avoiding divided 

focus between God and anything else, I think that our short friend, Zacchaeus, gives 

us an object lesson of this very point.  Everyone knew who this annoying short guy 

was and who he worked for and Zacchaeus was hated.  He climbed up in that tree 

because he was searching for something.  Look how much better Jesus treated 

Zacchaeus than He did Peter.  We have seen multiple occasions where Jesus was far 

more frustrated with Peter than He ever shows toward Zacchaeus.  Obviously, 

Jesus had put a whole lot more time and effort toward Peter that He did toward 

Zacchaeus.  The point remains that most of us would congratulate Peter and scold 

Zacchaeus but that isn’t what happens here.  Jesus takes the disciples over to the 

home of this person that society regarded as a scoundrel.  In fact, Zacchaeus was 

so bad that the people turned on Jesus just for going to dinner at Zacchaeus’  house.  

But Jesus’ presence here in this brief moment made Zacchaeus turn from focusing 

on the money he was making to doing what was right.  Zacchaeus climbed a tree and 

became an object lesson to the rest of the Disciples as to what it looked like to seek 

for and find the Kingdom of God. 
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Thursday, March 11, 2021 - Luke 19:28-40 
28 After telling this story, Jesus went on toward Jerusalem, walking ahead 

of his disciples. 29 As he came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany on 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two disciples ahead. 30 "Go into that village 
over there," he told them. "As you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied 

there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone 

asks, 'Why are you untying that colt?' just say, 'The Lord needs it.'" 32 So 
they went and found the colt, just as Jesus had said. 33 And sure enough, 

as they were untying it, the owners asked them, "Why are you untying that 

colt?" 34 And the disciples simply replied, "The Lord needs it." 35 So they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it for him to ride on. 

36 As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead 

of him. 37 When he reached the place where the road started down the 
Mount of Olives, all of his followers began to shout and sing as they walked 

along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles they had seen. 38 

"Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the LORD! Peace in heaven, 
and glory in highest heaven!" 39 But some of the Pharisees among the crowd 

said, "Teacher, rebuke your followers for saying things like that!" 40 He 

replied, "If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into 
cheers!" 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 

I am trying to imagine going out to the parking lot after work today and as I am 

approaching the Beetle, I see a couple of kids trying to pry the door open.  I walk 

up to them and ask what they are doing, and they tell me that the Lord needs my 

vehicle.  Am I going to: A) be fine with it and offer them to key or B) distribute free 

concussions to everyone involved in trying to steal my car?  The owners of this donkey 

are surprisingly OK with someone borrowing their donkey without asking.  Jesus 

didn’t tell them to speak to anyone about it.  The instruction was never to go ask to 

use the donkey.  But either way, this was probably the greatest day of this donkey’s 

life.  This special donkey became the one Jesus rode on Palm Sunday.  This must have 

been an incredibly tame animal.  Think about it, he was being ridden by a man he did 

not know, and people were cheering and waving palm branches in front of him.  I 

imagine Jesus giving the Donkey a scratch before sending him back to his owner.  
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Friday, March 12, 2021 - Luke 19:45-47 
45 Then Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the people selling 

animals for sacrifices. 46 He said to them, "The Scriptures declare, 'My 

Temple will be a house of prayer,' but you have turned it into a den of 
thieves." 47 After that, he taught daily in the Temple, but the leading priests, 

the teachers of religious law, and the other leaders of the people began 

planning how to kill him. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Jesus quickly escalates from Grand Theft Donkey to assault and battery.  Jesus 

isn’t playing around today.  We have seen Jesus’ frustration continue to grow since 

He met with Moses and Elijah some time back.  Seeing His Father’s house turned 

into a marketplace was more than He was willing to deal with.  It was at this 

moment that the powers that be decided that Jesus had to die.  You can do all kinds 

of things that make people angry and not have a problem.  However, you threaten 

someone’s money and there will be consequences.  The Temple leaders did not like their 

business to be disrupted for someone wanting to pray or something.  Jesus became 

very angry about that and wanted to make a bold and clear statement that this 

was not going to be tolerated.  What I need you to notice about Luke’s version of 

the temple fight is that Jesus goes in, gets in the fight, wins the fight and then 

leaves.  Luke does not record the story of what happens after the Temple is 

reopened for people wanting to pray.  Matthew tells us that Jesus healed people 

after the fight but Luke makes no mention of this.  Makes me wonder what the 

Disciples thought if Jesus went in, threw out the money changers and then left.  

Jesus wanted to prioritize prayer.  That is what makes the temple fight so 

interesting is that Jesus was fighting mad about people not being permitted to 

pray.  This had to make Peter evaluate his own commitment to the cause.  Peter, 

who had been in a passionate argument about which one of the Disciples was the 

greatest was probably ashamed that he was never this angry about people whose 

prayers were being disrupted.  This is the beginning of Holy Week as Luke records it.  

Jesus has just shown the Disciples that prayer is so important that He literally bet 

His life on it.  I say that because this is the motivation that is used by Jesus’ 

enemies to justify crucifying Jesus.  
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Saturday, March 13, 2021 - Luke 20:1-8 
1 One day as Jesus was teaching the people and preaching the Good News 

in the Temple, the leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the 

elders came up to him. 2 They demanded, "By what authority are you doing 
all these things? Who gave you the right?" 3 "Let me ask you a question 

first," he replied. 4 "Did John's authority to baptize come from heaven, or 

was it merely human?" 5 They talked it over among themselves. "If we say 
it was from heaven, he will ask why we didn't believe John. 6 But if we say 

it was merely human, the people will stone us because they are convinced 

John was a prophet." 7 So they finally replied that they didn't know. 8 And 
Jesus responded, "Then I won't tell you by what authority I do these things." 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
After the temple fight, I can totally understand why these people wanted to know 

where Jesus got the right to do what He was doing.  If someone damaged Wayne 

Street’s building, I would demand to know some answers myself.  In fact, we could 

make the argument that these leaders would not be doing their jobs if they didn’t 

at least ask this question.  That seems like the very least they could do.  But Jesus 

doesn’t answer them.  He is very clear that He feels no compelling reason to have to 

answer any of their concerns.  I know Peter’s name doesn’t show up in this passage, 

but it does make me wonder what he was thinking.  Peter had witnessed miracles of 

all shapes and sizes, but to go in and attack the moneychangers in the temple, that 

has got to have Peter concerned.  I wonder what Peter was doing while the fight 

was happening.  Even here, I wonder what Peter thought when Jesus blew off 

these authorities.  Their question is valid, and I am having a hard time not agreeing 

with them that they deserve some kind of answer, but Jesus doesn’t give it to them.  

Not only does He refuse to answer their question, but He refuses it in a way that is 

humiliating to them.  The reason that the leaders don’t get their question answered 

is because they were afraid of the court of public opinion.  Jesus was showing that 

there was something they were focused on more than getting answers to the temple 

fight, they were looking for political power and Jesus called them out.  He had given 

them plenty of evidence of His authority and He did not feel like explaining Himself 

here.   
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Sunday, March 14, 2021 - Luke 20:20-26 
20 Watching for their opportunity, the leaders sent spies pretending to be 

honest men. They tried to get Jesus to say something that could be reported 

to the Roman governor so he would arrest Jesus. 21 "Teacher," they said, 
"we know that you speak and teach what is right and are not influenced by 

what others think. You teach the way of God truthfully. 22 Now tell us--is it 

right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 23 He saw through their trickery 
and said, 24 "Show me a Roman coin. Whose picture and title are stamped 

on it?" "Caesar's," they replied. 25 "Well then," he said, "give to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God." 26 So they failed 
to trap him by what he said in front of the people. Instead, they were amazed 

by his answer, and they became silent. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Luke tells us that spies were sent in to catch Jesus in something they could charge 

Him with in order to get the ball rolling on His execution.  So, they came in with some 

challenging questions.  But there was one thing that they didn’t count on that totally 

threw off their plans.  What if Jesus was telling the truth?  What if He was who 

He claimed to be?  This option had never crossed their minds so they thought they 

could go in and easily fool Him and bring Him down.  Unfortunately, Jesus quickly proved 

that they had never come up against someone like Him.  Luke never makes clear 

whether or not Jesus knew who these men were.  I want to take that question one 

step further.  Did Peter know who they were?  We have evidence of Peter trying to 

warn Jesus about things that were going on and we even have Jesus asking Peter 

who other people say that He was.  Maybe these spies were slick, and no one knew, 

but apparently Luke knew and if one person knew spies were there then you can be 

assured that many people knew.  Jesus knew what He was being called to do and He 

was moving forward with His Father’s plan, but no one else seems to be accepting 

of the plan.  Put yourself in Peter’s shoes here.  At the very least, given the temple 

fight and Jesus embarrassing the leaders who came to ask Him why He did it, you 

have to know that the powerful do not like their power questioned.  Among the 

crowds that Jesus was attracting, Peter had to know there were some in the crowd 

who may not have been there with the best intentions.  And when one stands up to 

as a question about paying taxes, do you think Peter got nervous?  
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Monday, March 15, 2021 - Luke 21:5-19 
5 Some of his disciples began talking about the majestic stonework of the 

Temple and the memorial decorations on the walls. But Jesus said, 6 "The 

time is coming when all these things will be completely demolished. Not one 
stone will be left on top of another!" 7 "Teacher," they asked, "when will all 

this happen? What sign will show us that these things are about to take 

place?" 8 He replied, "Don't let anyone mislead you, for many will come in 
my name, claiming, 'I am the Messiah,' and saying, 'The time has come!' 

But don't believe them. 9 And when you hear of wars and insurrections, don't 

panic. Yes, these things must take place first, but the end won't follow 
immediately." 10 Then he added, "Nation will go to war against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and there will 

be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying things 
and great miraculous signs from heaven. 12 "But before all this occurs, there 

will be a time of great persecution. You will be dragged into synagogues and 

prisons, and you will stand trial before kings and governors because you are 
my followers. 13 But this will be your opportunity to tell them about me. 14 

So don't worry in advance about how to answer the charges against you, 15 

for I will give you the right words and such wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to reply or refute you! 16 Even those closest to you-

-your parents, brothers, relatives, and friends--will betray you. They will 

even kill some of you. 17 And everyone will hate you because you are my 
followers. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish! 19 By standing firm, 

you will win your souls. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I am sure that the temple was an impressive sight, and it would have been the 

most beautiful thing to a Jewish person in the first century.  Luke tells us that 

some of the disciples were commenting on how incredible the temple was.  Jesus just 

crushed the conversation by saying the whole thing was going to be destroyed.  We 

know that the temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D.  The only thing that 

was left standing was one of the walls in Jerusalem and it is known today as the 

Wailing Wall.  Do you think that Peter was getting sick of this yet?  All they wanted 

to do was discuss the beauty and majesty of the temple and Jesus can’t even allow 

them that.  Jesus seems to be getting more and more frustrated at this point, yet 

Peter stayed with Jesus all the way to the Last Supper.  
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Tuesday, March 16, 2021 - Luke 21:25-33 
25 "And there will be strange signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And here 

on earth the nations will be in turmoil, perplexed by the roaring seas and 

strange tides. 26 People will be terrified at what they see coming upon the 
earth, for the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then everyone will 

see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great glory. 28 So 

when all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation 
is near!" 29 Then he gave them this illustration: "Notice the fig tree, or any 

other tree. 30 When the leaves come out, you know without being told that 

summer is near. 31 In the same way, when you see all these things taking 
place, you can know that the Kingdom of God is near. 32 I tell you the truth, 

this generation will not pass from the scene until all these things have taken 

place. 33 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never 
disappear. 

 

Notes from Tim: 
 
And yesterday, I thought that telling them the temple would be destroyed was bad.  

Well, Jesus really doubles down on the doom and gloom here.  For purposes of this 

devotional, I can’t help but wonder what Peter is thinking at this point.  I almost 

wonder if Peter feels sorry for Jesus because of the tremendous pressure Jesus is 

under has made the happy Rabbi from earlier in the book change to this joyless person 

standing in front of them.  Maybe Peter believed that Jesus was just fatigued by 

the pressure of what was happening.  Peter understood that Jesus was under an 

incredible amount of pressure, but Peter had no idea just how much.  Even though 

Jesus has been saying it all along, Peter still didn’t understand what was to happen.  

It was too terrible for the Disciples to comprehend and it was too terrible for Jesus 

explain.  Jesus wants them to keep watch for signs that the Kingdom of God is near.  

Jesus has made it clear that the Kingdom of God is not a place but it is an experience.  

As Jesus describes the terrible situation that is coming, He is telling them to watch 

for a sign.  As difficult as this is to comprehend, it really is hopeful.  When life is 

challenging and hard, are you engaged in looking for a sign?  Are you willing to watch 

for a sign even if there doesn’t appear to be anything worth watching for?  I 

understand that Jesus could stand to be a little more inspiring here but take His 

words to heart.  When things appear to be at their worst, make sure you are still 

watching for a sing of the Kingdom of God because it will be there.  
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Wednesday, March 17, 2021 - Luke 21:34-38 
34 "Watch out! Don't let your hearts be dulled by carousing and 

drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don't let that day catch you 

unaware, 35 like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the 
earth. 36 Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough 

to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man." 37 Every 

day Jesus went to the Temple to teach, and each evening he returned to 
spend the night on the Mount of Olives. 38 The crowds gathered at the 

Temple early each morning to hear him. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
To continue the theme of watching for signs at the darkest of times, Jesus says 

that signs of the Kingdom of God are difficult enough to see.  Therefore, don’t do 

anything that will make them harder to spot.  He gives two examples here: carousing 

and drunkenness, but there are plenty of examples of things we can do that will dull 

our ability to see evidence of God’s Kingdom.  Peter was about to enter into a season 

of tremendous challenge.  He was going to deny knowing Jesus three times, just as 

Jesus told him he would.  To have something like that weighing on your conscience 

would certainly qualify as a distraction.  But we all carry those distractions, don’t 

we?  Peter was going to have to put a terrible mistake behind him.  If Peter doesn’t 

forgive himself for what happens during the events of holy week, he may never see 

a single sign of the Kingdom of God again ever in his life.  That would have been a 

tragedy not only for Peter but also for us.  Without the ability to experience the 

movement of God in his own life, the Church would not be what it is today.  The 

argument could be made that there never would have been a church at all because 

Peter would never have witnessed God’s Kingdom ever again.  Yes, Jesus does sort 

of turn into a Negative Nellie here at the end of the Gospel, but Jesus also knew 

that He has to free Peter up from the coming failure so that one day, Peter would 

witness the Kingdom of God again.  And Jesus was saying that not only to Peter and 

the Disciples but He as also saying that to the gathered masses.  The people who 

were there, Jesus is encouraging them to set aside their own distractions, regrets 

and failures so that they can be open to witnessing the movement of God’s Kingdom 

again.  Failure to get through distraction means failure to witness what God is doing 

all around you.  
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Thursday, March 18, 2021 - Luke 22:14-20 
14 When the time came, Jesus and the apostles sat down together at the 

table. 15 Jesus said, "I have been very eager to eat this Passover meal with 

you before my suffering begins. 16 For I tell you now that I won't eat this 
meal again until its meaning is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God." 17 Then he 

took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. Then he said, "Take this 

and share it among yourselves. 18 For I will not drink wine again until the 
Kingdom of God has come." 19 He took some bread and gave thanks to God 

for it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, "This is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me." 20 After supper 
he took another cup of wine and said, "This cup is the new covenant between 

God and his people--an agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured 

out as a sacrifice for you. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
As most of you know, the events of the Last Supper, which we commemorate on 

Maundy Thursday, was actually the Jewish Seder meal.  This was a meal to celebrate 

what all Jews of this time periods saw as the pivotal event of their Religious life, 

that is the Passover.  This is when the Angel of Death came as the 10th plague 

that God announced through Moses to take the lives of the first-born sons in Egypt.  

The Hebrews were to sacrifice a lamb and put the blood on the doorpost of their 

homes so that the angel of death would “Passover” the house and save the first-

born son.  This event was the last straw for Pharaoh, who banished the Israelites 

from Egypt only to chase them into the parted Red Sea and drown  under the water.  

The Seder meal was to commemorate the haste with which the Israelites left.  

They had to literally eat and run.  As a part of this memorial meal, there were a 

series of questions that were to be asked and a whole script to the meal that was 

meant to remind the children of God’s action in saving the people from Egypt.  That 

is what was to happen at this meal, but Jesus changed the words.  He changed 

them to something completely familiar to us but absolutely foreign to them.  Imagine 

the Disciples, who had heard this liturgy every year for their entire lives, suddenly 

realized that Jesus was changing the words to speak of broken body and shed blood 

for the forgiveness of Sin.  I am sure that they were very confused by what they 

were hearing.  
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Friday, March 19, 2021 - Luke 22:24-30 
24 Then they began to argue among themselves about who would be the 

greatest among them. 25 Jesus told them, "In this world the kings and great 

men lord it over their people, yet they are called 'friends of the people.' 26 
But among you it will be different. Those who are the greatest among you 

should take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant. 27 Who 

is more important, the one who sits at the table or the one who serves? The 
one who sits at the table, of course. But not here! For I am among you as 

one who serves. 28 "You have stayed with me in my time of trial. 29 And 

just as my Father has granted me a Kingdom, I now grant you the right 30 
to eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom. And you will sit on thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
So what was their response to being the first 12 people to ever receive communion, 

blessed by Jesus Christ Himself?  Well, a second argument about who was the 

greatest, of course.  Jesus is working very hard to get them to quit looking for God’s 

Kingdom with worldly eyes.  Those eyes will never find it.  The Kingdom of God is much 

more than that.  One of the features of the Kingdom of God is that the lowly are 

raised high and the celebrated are brought low so that everyone can be connected 

and live in community.  This is not something that can be forced upon you and it is 

not something that can be coerced.  It is something that must be experienced and 

once you experience it your life will never be the same again.  But if you are looking 

for something worldly, then you will be disappointed because you will never truly find 

God’s Kingdom.  These arguments that Peter and the rest are getting into about 

greatness are useless arguments when it comes to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus told 

them earlier that you measure greatness on the welcome scale.  Look what Jesus 

did, He welcomed this group to His own table.  They will eat from His table as His 

guests.  How much greater do you think you can be than this?  This isn’t a human 

distinction; this is a Godly gift and to try to take it for yourself or to try to take it 

by force will never work.  If you want a chance to experience the Kingdom of God, you 

get there by leaving behind the distractions of this world so that your focus on God 

is not shared with anything else.  When you get to that point, then the Kingdom of 

God will become obvious to you.  
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Saturday, March 20, 2021 - Luke 22:31-38 
31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. 32 But I 

have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So 

when you have repented and turned to me again, strengthen your brothers." 
33 Peter said, "Lord, I am ready to go to prison with you, and even to die 

with you." 34 But Jesus said, "Peter, let me tell you something. Before the 

rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even 
know me." 35 Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you out to preach the 

Good News and you did not have money, a traveler's bag, or an extra pair 

of sandals, did you need anything?" "No," they replied. 36 "But now," he 
said, "take your money and a traveler's bag. And if you don't have a sword, 

sell your cloak and buy one! 37 For the time has come for this prophecy 

about me to be fulfilled: 'He was counted among the rebels.' Yes, everything 
written about me by the prophets will come true." 38 "Look, Lord," they 

replied, "we have two swords among us." "That's enough," he said. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Obviously, Peter understands what is going on here and he knows the road ahead is 

a difficult one.  That is why he claims that he is ready for prison and death in order 

to follow Jesus.  Jesus has to admire the stout heart of His disciple, but Jesus also 

knows that Peter hasn’t quite given up on the earthly way of life.  Because of that, 

Peter will fail when challenged.  Peter makes this bold statement and Jesus tells him 

that he will fail, not once but three times.  Jesus then moves on to speaking to the 

rest of the Disciples.  We all know what happens, and spoiler alert, Jesus is right, 

Peter does fail three times.  But can we all just agree that what Jesus does to poor 

Peter here is hurtful?  Peter claims to be ready to go to the end of the earth for 

Jesus and Jesus just shoots the poor guy down.  Yes, Peter is going to fail, we know 

that, but Jesus just wipes away his dignity.  It really is a shame.  I know that 

sometimes we need our mentors and teachers to be hard on us, but this was really 

cruel.  Jesus is running out of time and He knows it, but the way Luke presents this 

it is really abrupt.  Jesus does begin His comments by commending Peter and 

encouraging him to stand strong.  That he is the one that will have to pull the 

disciples back together, and we find out that is also what happens.  But Peter has 

a major failure before the major victory.  Makes one wonder if the victory would have 

happened at all without the failure.  
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Sunday, March 21, 2021 - Luke 22:39-46 
39 Then, accompanied by the disciples, Jesus left the upstairs room and went 

as usual to the Mount of Olives. 40 There he told them, "Pray that you will 

not give in to temptation." 41 He walked away, about a stone's throw, and 
knelt down and prayed, 42 "Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of 

suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine." 43 Then 

an angel from heaven appeared and strengthened him. 44 He prayed more 
fervently, and he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground 

like great drops of blood. 45 At last he stood up again and returned to the 

disciples, only to find them asleep, exhausted from grief. 46 "Why are you 
sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray, so that you will not give in to 

temptation." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Do you remember earlier in this study when Jesus chose the 12 Disciples?  We are 

told at that time that Jesus also prayed all night before making the decision.  Well, 

here on the night of great challenge, Jesus is asking for the Disciples to pray all 

night with Him.  Let’s see, a big dinner followed by a bunch of emotional turmoil.  Yea, 

fat chance these guys are going to be able to fight off sleep.  Jesus prays for them 

to fight off temptation.  I guess the first temptation is the temptation to sleep, 

which I will attest is a powerful temptation!  This is easy for Jesus because He is 

very emotional about what is about to happen, and rightfully so, but the Disciples 

are still confused.  They are struggling to understand what is being asked of them.  

Do you think that Jesus knew they were going to fall asleep?  I almost wonder if 

that is why He stepped away from them.  Their sleeping would have been 

discouraging to Him.  If I had something so important to me and I asked some 

friends to stand with me and they kept dozing off, that would have been discouraging 

to me too.  Jesus predicted Peter’s failure and Jesus also knew how important it was 

going to be for Peter to stand strong.  Peter claimed he was ready to take on the 

world.  Let’s be honest, he isn’t off to a very good start.  I hope these guys got 

their beauty sleep because we are going to find out very soon that their time to 

sleep is over.    
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Monday, March 22, 2021 - Luke 22:47-53 
47 But even as Jesus said this, a crowd approached, led by Judas, one of the 

twelve disciples. Judas walked over to Jesus to greet him with a kiss. 48 But 

Jesus said, "Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?" 49 When 
the other disciples saw what was about to happen, they exclaimed, "Lord, 

should we fight? We brought the swords!" 50 And one of them struck at the 

high priest's slave, slashing off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, "No more of 
this." And he touched the man's ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus spoke 

to the leading priests, the captains of the Temple guard, and the elders who 

had come for him. "Am I some dangerous revolutionary," he asked, "that 
you come with swords and clubs to arrest me? 53 Why didn't you arrest me 

in the Temple? I was there every day. But this is your moment, the time 

when the power of darkness reigns." 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Well, Peter and the boys are awake now!  They woke up and they were ready to fight!  

Luke doesn’t tell us which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant, but 

the Gospel of John tells us it was Peter and the servant’s name was Malchus.  Peter 

is determined not to fail, so much so that he pulled the sword and went full on ninja 

on this guy.  I don’t know whether or not it is a ninja move to cut off an ear, but 

that is how it worked out.  Jesus grabs the man and heals him and tells the disciples 

to quit fighting.  I love how the movie The Passion of the Christ portrays this scene.  

Malchus just kneels there touching his ear long after they drag Jesus off.  Could you 

imagine?  The pain of having the ear cut off and the ear being restored in a few 

seconds.  The guy was understandably freaked out.  But once Jesus told the disciples 

to stop fighting, they immediately started running.  These sleepy disciples went from 

sleepyheads to ninjas to world class sprinters in the span of about 30 seconds.  This 

is what failure looks like.  Lack of preparation + emotional response + great fear = 

nearly guaranteed failure.  Jesus tried to tell them, had been warning them for a 

very long time and when the moment of truth was upon them, they were unprepared.  

Jesus predicted Peter’s failure and we still haven’t gotten to the failure yet even 

though he fell asleep and tried to murder a man.  That’s pretty bad but this wasn’t 

the worst of the worst of the failure.  Peter is going to have a lot to get over once 

the dust all settles after this night.  Good thing the Gospel doesn’t end at the 

tomb…
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Tuesday, March 23, 2021 - Luke 22:54-62 
54 So they arrested him and led him to the high priest's home. And Peter 

followed at a distance. 55 The guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard 

and sat around it, and Peter joined them there. 56 A servant girl noticed him 
in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally she said, "This man was one 

of Jesus' followers!" 57 But Peter denied it. "Woman," he said, "I don't even 

know him!" 58 After a while someone else looked at him and said, "You must 
be one of them!" "No, man, I'm not!" Peter retorted. 59 About an hour later 

someone else insisted, "This must be one of them, because he is a Galilean, 

too." 60 But Peter said, "Man, I don't know what you are talking about." And 
immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 At that 

moment the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord's words 

flashed through Peter's mind: "Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, 
you will deny three times that you even know me." 62 And Peter left the 

courtyard, weeping bitterly. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Was Peter experiencing the Kingdom of God this night?  I don’t think it is any kind 

of mystery that he isn’t.  Peter got away and was not following the caravan that 

came to arrest Jesus.  He was following a safe distance behind.  Which was a bad 

move because Jesus had been all over Jerusalem and Peter had been with Him.  

Clearly everyone and his brother would have recognized Peter as someone with Jesus.  

And, sure enough, a couple of people did recognize him.  They called Peter out for being 

a disciple, which Peter aggressively denied.  Three times people recognized him, and 

Peter responded with “Jesus who?”  How could Peter have not saw this coming?  

Jesus warned him repeatedly.  In fact, the way Luke tells it, Peter didn’t even realize 

what was happening until the rooster crowed.  At the very moment that he denied 

Jesus the third time, the rooster crowed and not until then did he realize what was 

going on.  How many times have we done this?  Gotten so far into something only to 

realize too late how wrong we were?  This is Peter and this is why he wept bitterly.  

Not only was he a failure but Jesus’ harsh words about him were 100% accurate.  

He could no longer deny what he was.  He was a failure.  Let Jesus down at the most 

critical moment and was not present for the death of his friend and mentor.  What 

Peter had to do now is hope that the prediction of the Church gathering around him 

would also prove to be accurate.   
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Wednesday, March 24, 2021 - Luke 23:32-49 
32 Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. 33 

When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. 

And the criminals were also crucified--one on his right and one on his left. 
34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they are 

doing." And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. 35 The 

crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. "He saved others," they said, "let 
him save himself if he is really God's Messiah, the Chosen One." 36 The 

soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They 

called out to him, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38 A sign 
was fastened above him with these words: "This is the King of the Jews." 39 

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, "So you're the Messiah, are 

you? Prove it by saving yourself--and us, too, while you're at it!" 40 But the 
other criminal protested, "Don't you fear God even when you have been 

sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn't 

done anything wrong." 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your Kingdom." 43 And Jesus replied, "I assure you, today you 

will be with me in paradise." 44 By this time it was about noon, and darkness 

fell across the whole land until three o'clock. 45 The light from the sun was 
gone. And suddenly, the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn 

down the middle. 46 Then Jesus shouted, "Father, I entrust my spirit into 

your hands!" And with those words he breathed his last. 47 When the Roman 
officer overseeing the execution saw what had happened, he worshiped God 

and said, "Surely this man was innocent." 48 And when all the crowd that 

came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, they went home in deep 
sorrow. 49 But Jesus' friends, including the women who had followed him 

from Galilee, stood at a distance watching. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I know that Peter wasn’t present for this event, but we can’t do a Lent study 

without it.  This passage contains my favorite word in all of scripture: today.  You 

will find this favorite word of mine in verse 43 above.  Go reread that verse and tell 

me if today didn’t just become one of your most favorite words too.  There are a lot 

of questions that we all have that are answered by that one single word.   
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Thursday, March 25, 2021 - Luke 24:1-12 
1 But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking 

the spices they had prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been rolled 

away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, but they didn't find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. 4 As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared 

to them, clothed in dazzling robes. 5 The women were terrified and bowed 

with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, "Why are you looking 
among the dead for someone who is alive? 6 He isn't here! He is risen from 

the dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man 

must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he 
would rise again on the third day." 8 Then they remembered that he had 

said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples--

and everyone else--what had happened. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles 

what had happened. 11 But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so 

they didn't believe it. 12 However, Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb to 
look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he 

went home again, wondering what had happened. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
Jesus appeared to the women, including Martha’s sister, Mary, a woman we met 

earlier in this study.  They were all there at the tomb to embalm Jesus, which would 

have been a traditional act after the Sabbath.  They get to the tomb and 

everything is messed up.  The stone had been tossed away from the entrance and 

there was a young man there who was an angel to ask the world’s most obvious 

question: why are you looking for the living among the dead?  Makes sense, except 

the last time we saw Jesus, He was quite dead.  Reread the last sentence.  He WAS 

quite dead.  Do you realize that Jesus is the only one we can used a past tense verb 

about when referring to their status as dead?  No one believed them, it sounded too 

weird to all of them.  But, our boy, Mr. Impulsive Peter couldn’t help himself, he ran 

out to see.  He didn’t encounter Jesus yet, but he did see the tomb open and disturbed 

just as the women reported.  Peter was the first person to arrive on scene after 

the women which means he was the first person who went out there expecting the 

tomb to be empty.  Peter is about to stage a comeback after his failure three days 

before…  
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Friday, March 26, 2021 - Luke 24:13-16 
13 That same day two of Jesus' followers were walking to the village of 

Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along they were 

talking about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed 
these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with them. 16 

But God kept them from recognizing him. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
This is the beginning of the famous Emmaus Road story where Cleopas and his 

unnamed companion encounter the resurrected Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  This 

is one of the Bible’s greatest stories.  I need to set this up because Peter is a part 

of the Emmaus Road story, as we will see in tomorrow’s reading.  They were walking 

and talking as they travelled, sharing life together.  You may remember that we 

were challenged to make a Cleopas Resolution on the last Sunday of last year.  To 

have a companion like Cleopas’ unnamed companion.  We all need that person that we 

can do and share life with.  But what these two friends are going to do is they are 

going to bolster Peter’s story.  They are going to be a further testimony to support 

Peter as he continues to take on a leadership role in the emerging Church.  Peter is 

going to need support of countless unnamed people, both during his current times and 

in the thousands of years since.  Peter was going to be used to start a movement to 

change the world and Peter needs people like you and me to pick up where he left off 

to make sure there is never a world where the name of Jesus is not known.  We are 

a part of the legacy of the first Apostles and those who worked so hard and 

sacrificed so much to build the Church we know and love today.  These two Emmaus 

Road travelers have no idea what kind of encounter they are about to have, an 

encounter that will change their lives forever and has continued to change lives to 

this very day.  Peter is going to need these two and so many more like them to 

continue the work Jesus started in him.  Why else would Jesus appear to these two 

people that were not mentioned before and are not mentioned again in the Bible.  We 

don’t even know who the second person is, is it Cleopas’ wife, his friend, an adult child?  

There is no way to know, and it doesn’t matter.  Whoever the other person is, we 

owe them both a debt of gratitude because of their work and their testimony.  

Because of Jesus, we will meet these two travelers when we step inside the pearly 

gates.    
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Page 39 

 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 - Luke 24:21-27 

21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This 

all happened three days ago. 22 "Then some women from our group of his 
followers were at his tomb early this morning, and they came back with an 

amazing report. 23 They said his body was missing, and they had seen 

angels who told them Jesus is alive! 24 Some of our men ran out to see, and 
sure enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said." 25 Then Jesus 

said to them, "You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the 

prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26 Wasn't it clearly predicted that the 
Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?" 27 

Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, 

explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I included this passage because Cleopas seems to know about Peter and refers to 

him as “some of our men.”  We know from earlier in the book of Luke that Peter was 

the one who ran out there after Mary reported the tomb disturbed.  Given that 

Cleopas refers to him in this way means that Cleopas sees himself in relationship 

with Peter.  He undoubtedly knew that Peter was one of the ones who went running 

out there to see what had happened. I just find it odd that Cleopas would leave 

knowing that there were multiple eye witnesses to Jesus’ body being gone.  It seems 

to me like he might want to hang around and get some answers.  Why would you leave 

at a time of such turmoil?  That might be why Jesus gets so frustrated with these 

guys is they knew something had happened but even the missing body didn’t give 

them the motivation to stay.  Peter stayed to see this whole thing through and to 

see what happened to the body.  Cleopas and his unnamed companion left without 

answers and seemed to have no curiosity to what happened.  They had given up, 

that is the only explanation to their returning to Emmaus.  Information didn’t travel 

like it does today.  Peter couldn’t text them to update him on what was happening.  

If Cleopas leaves, there is no way to find out what happened.  Cleopas had given up.  

He had no faith that something miraculous was taking place.  Which makes Jesus 

appearing to him all the more incredible.  Peter ran to the tomb like someone who 

had hope something would come of it.  Cleopas returned to Emmaus like the whole 

thing was over.    
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Sunday, March 28 2021 - Luke 24:35-42 
35 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared 

to them as they were walking along the road, and how they had recognized 

him as he was breaking the bread. 36 And just as they were telling about it, 
Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. "Peace be with 

you," he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking 

they were seeing a ghost! 38 "Why are you frightened?" he asked. "Why are 
your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You 

can see that it's really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, 

because ghosts don't have bodies, as you see that I do." 40 As he spoke, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 Still they stood there in disbelief, 

filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, "Do you have anything here 

to eat?" 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
So, the dead guy shows up out of nowhere in a locked room and the Bible says that 

they were startled.  I ask you; if you were in a locked room and a person you know to 

be dead shows up.  Startled?  Is that the world to describe your reaction?  I can’t 

record the word that describes my response because I want this book to be family 

friendly.  Just suffice it to say, it would be a solid PG-13 or worse.  There were so 

many emotions to process here.  Luke doesn’t include Jesus asking Peter three times 

if he loves Him, that is in the Gospel of John.  But Jesus does show them the nail 

wounds as well as allowing them to touch Him.  He wasn’t a ghost nor was he a 

figment of their imagination.  He was real, He was alive, and He was hungry!  

Apparently, resurrection makes you hungry for sea food!  This is such a beautiful 

scene, these friends back together after Jesus had died.  Now there is incredibly 

Good News to tell!  There was so much raw emotion and so much to work out.  But 

from this secret meeting to which Jesus invited Himself, the ball was set rolling for 

the introduction of the Church, which we will read about in two days.  This one shared 

experience of these believers in the locked room has grown to the experience of billions 

of believers all over the world for all time.  We are connected to what God started in 

Jesus and the Grace and Mercy of Christ is still available to us to this very day.  It 

is no wonder Jesus really emphasized to Peter the important role he was going to 

have.  There was now a lot of work to do!   
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Monday, March 29, 2021 - Luke 24:44-53 
44 Then he said, "When I was with you before, I told you that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms 

must be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures. 46 And he said, "Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah 

would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. 47 It was also 

written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name 
to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 'There is forgiveness of sins for 

all who repent.' 48 You are witnesses of all these things. 49 "And now I will 

send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city 
until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven." 50 Then 

Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 

51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 
52 So they worshiped him and then returned to Jerusalem filled with great 

joy. 53 And they spent all of their time in the Temple, praising God. 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
The only question left for Jesus to answer is how did all this fit into the plan of God.  

Jesus preformed a miracle here and opened their minds to see how what we refer to 

as the Old and New Testaments flowed together.  This is a connection we see much 

clearer today than the first century Christians did.  What the Believers needed now 

was the continuing presence of God to guide them, and God promised them that 

guide in the form of the Holy Spirit, which is still alive and well today.  When we pray, 

when we gather together, when we fulfill our calling from God, we get to witness 

the presence of the Holy Spirit and we experience a small part of the Kingdom of God.  

Peter and his crew were confused because they were looking for a brick-and-mortar 

building to be the Kingdom of God but what Jesus gave us is so much more.  We now 

have the Church, which we will talk more about tomorrow.  Jesus opened the door 

to us through His Grace, He has taken away our Sin and now we can approach a Holy 

God and that Holy God can also approach us through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

What a blessing it is to know the power and the presence of a God who would go so 

far to do so much for us.   
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Tuesday, March 30, 2021 – Acts 1:6-11 
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, "Lord, has 

the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?" 7 He replied, 

"The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they 
are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere--in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth." 9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they 

were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see 

him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 
11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why are you standing here staring into 

heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will 

return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!" 

 

Notes from Tim: 

 
I decided to end this study with the opening of the sequel to the book of Luke, which 

is the book of Acts.  They were written by the same person addressed to the same 

person.  According to Luke, Jesus ascending into heaven is only the halfway point in 

the story of the creation of the Church.  Now the responsibility of what they had 

experienced and witnessed was passed to them.  There was a world that needed to 

be transformed and Jesus left it to these Disciples to get the job done.  It is 

interesting to think that God left such a big job to such small people, but He did.  

And He is still doing it.  The responsibility of continuing the world of the Body of 

Christ is all of ours to this very day and age.  If the work of the Church to continue, 

it is up to the people of the Church to accomplish it.  There is still much work to be 

done and it is up to all of us to do our part to make sure the mission continues.   

 

Thank you to all of you who have been a part of reading this devotional and to those 

of you who have joined me online over these Wednesday nights, I hope you have 

enjoyed our look at the Apostle Peter.  He is a pivotal character in the Gospel story, 

and I hope that in his successes and failures that you have been able to see a part 

of yourself.  He wasn’t perfect but he was chosen for great things and in his own 

way, Jesus accomplished the task through him that changed the world.  Jesus is 

still looking for believers like Peter.  Is it you? 


