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Monday, November 30 - John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created 

everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4 

The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light 

to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Reread these 5 verses and answer one question.  Does this seem like 

the introduction that in any way resembles the popular Christmas 

scene?  No.  In fact, in the pages of this devotional, you are going to 

read images that are directly contrary to what we read here in John 

1.  From this introduction, it seems like Jesus should have arrived on 

an aircraft carrier and spent His life among us in a palace.  But this 

isn’t what Jesus did and, in Matthew and Luke’s account of Jesus’ 

birth, you will read nothing that seems like it should follow this 

introduction.  So here is what I want to use these 5 verses to do.  I 

want to introduce you to a God who spent His first night on earth in 

a feeding trough; who taught people about the Kingdom of God with 

examples of a lost coin, a seed and a treasure hidden in a field; who 

irritated the powers that be so much that they murdered Him; who 

spoke kindly to a sinful woman at a well, healed a man lowered to 

Him through a roof, and gave Mary and Martha their dead brother 

back.  A God hated by the religious and embraced by the broken; a 

God who spoke with authority when He is 12 years old but refused to 

speak to Pilate at His own trial.  A God who chose not only to leave 

heaven to be born because of His great love for you but also a God 

who chose to die for the same reason.  The only way He is able to do 

any of these things is if we embrace the fact that His story began 

prior to the creation of our world.  That is what we learn here in the 

opening chapter of the Gospel of John.  I am so excited to walk this 

advent journey, as we spend 21 days in conversation about the God 

whose birthday celebration is what we are preparing for during the 

season of Advent.  Thank you for being a part of this ongoing 

conversation with me.  I hope you enjoy this blessed season of 

preparation!   
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Tuesday, December 1 - John 1:14-18 

14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of 

unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father's one and only Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to 

the crowds, "This is the one I was talking about when I said, 'Someone is 

coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before 

me.'" 16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing 

after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but God's unfailing 

love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen 

God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father's heart. 

He has revealed God to us.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

So Jesus took this incredible step down.  He went from celebrated 

God to lowly human.  I don’t know about you, but that would lead 

me to feel a little bit of bitterness and frustration.  The Gospel writer 

John made it very clear that Jesus came with “unfailing love and 

faithfulness.”  Of all the transitions that Jesus made – to go from 

God to human, to be able to do make that journey gracefully and 

lovingly – may be the most impressive feat.  From the very beginning 

of Jesus’ life, John was very aware of his role, which we will get into 

much more detail later in this devotional.  From the introduction we 

read yesterday, it seems as though Jesus was coming down to 

condemn us and to hold our fallen state over us.  But from the very 

opening chapter, it was decided before there was a Mary and Joseph, 

before there was a manger, and before there were shepherds and Wise 

men that the only purpose of Jesus’ arrival is to show great love and 

compassion to people everywhere.  I have read many stories about 

gods from other sources and none began like the story of Jesus.  Most 

other stories of gods coming to earth focus on wrath, war and 

judgement.  Not Jesus.  He came to create a peaceful revolution, not 

where we throw rocks and try to destroy those who disagree with 

us, but to create a movement that prays for its enemies, loves all 

people and embraces God as both merciful and graceful.  This is what 

makes the Gospel story we celebrate during the Christmas season so 

precious to us.  God shows us what it really means to love and be 

loved.  Talk about going against our expectations!   
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Wednesday, December 2 - Luke 1:1-4 

1 Many people have set out to write accounts about the events that have 

been fulfilled among us. 2 They used the eyewitness reports circulating 

among us from the early disciples. 3 Having carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, I also have decided to write a careful account for you, 

most honorable Theophilus, 4 so you can be certain of the truth of 

everything you were taught.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Here is a name that probably many of you have never heard before, 

but it is because of him that two of the most important books of our 

New Testament exist.  His name is Theophilus and Luke addresses 

both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts to him.  The first thing 

we have to notice is that Theophilus is a Greek name and the reason 

this letter is addressed to him is most likely because he is the one 

who bankrolled the project.  Luke is one of the longest books in the 

New Testament, with 24 chapters.  The book of Acts has 28.  Since 

Luke and Acts are basically one long book (think of Acts as the sequel 

to Luke), that makes those two books 52 chapters long.  That is a lot 

of ink, parchment and effort on Luke’s behalf.  Most likely Theophilus 

was a rich Gentile who paid for the recording of the story of Jesus 

and the early church.  It is a shame that we don’t know more about 

this man who has preserved such a wonderful history.  Since the 

other three Gospels stop shortly after the resurrection and ascension 

into heaven, to have one narrative taking us through Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection, then continue through the ministry of both 

Peter and Paul, is quite a gift that Luke and Theophilus gave to 

believers for the past 2000 years.  What Theophilus used is the 

spiritual gift of wealth to give Luke the resources he would have 

needed to create a written account that was this large and complete.  

When Luke was working, he had access to the Gospel of Mark and he 

also had access to a source that Matthew also had.  We know that 

because some sections of Mark are recreated verbatim in Matthew 

and Luke.  We also have some passages from Matthew that are 

exactly the same as Luke but not contained in Mark.  Matthew and 

Luke also contain unique stories of Jesus that came from sources 

only they had.  It is very interesting how the Gospels came to be 

recorded in their current form but, thank God, we do have them.   
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Thursday, December 3 - Matthew 1:1-17 

1 This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of 

David and of Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the 

father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was 

the father of Perez and Zerah (whose mother was Tamar). Perez was the 

father of Hezron. Hezron was the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of 

Amminadab. Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the 

father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother was 

Rahab). Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother was Ruth). Obed was 

the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of King David. David was the father 

of Solomon (whose mother was Bathsheba, the widow of Uriah). 7 Solomon 

was the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the father of Abijah. Abijah was 

the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the 

father of Jehoram. Jehoram was the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father 

of Jotham. Jotham was the father of Ahaz. Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah. 

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh. Manasseh was the father of Amon. 

Amon was the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah was the father of Jehoiachin and 

his brothers (born at the time of the exile to Babylon). 12 After the 

Babylonian exile: Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the 

father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud. Abiud was the 

father of Eliakim. Eliakim was the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of 

Zadok. Zadok was the father of Akim. Akim was the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud 

was the father of Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of Matthan. Matthan was 

the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 

Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 17 All those listed above 

include fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David 

to the Babylonian exile, and fourteen from the Babylonian exile to the 

Messiah.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Did you get all of those names?  My only reason to include this 

reading is because I just wanted you to see how important it was for 

Matthew to do his research.  Connecting Jesus to Abraham was very 

important to Matthew.  The Gospel of Luke also has a genealogy that 

goes all the way back to Adam.  I included this one because it was 

shorter.  This is the Gospel writers desire to connect Jesus historically 

to this world and it does a great job of connecting Jesus to this world 

in a real way.  Jesus was the product of what we know today as the 

Old Testament.   
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Friday, December 4 - Luke 1:26-35 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 

to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged 

to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel 

appeared to her and said, "Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!" 

29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 

30 "Don't be afraid, Mary," the angel told her, "for you have found favor with 

God! 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will 

reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!" 34 Mary asked the 

angel, "But how can this happen? I am a virgin." 35 The angel replied, "The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called 

the Son of God.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

This interaction between Gabriel and Mary has always been a 

mystery to me.  I feel like what Gabriel says is really pretty straight 

forward.  He greets her and proclaims that the Lord’s favor is upon 

this young woman.  I don’t see any way that this could be taken in 

any other way than positive.  After sitting with this passage for a 

few minutes, I suddenly realized that I am reading it with a modern 

understanding.  In the world of Mary’s time, she wasn’t to speak to 

any man who wasn’t her father, brother or husband.  She was a young 

woman, she had been arranged to be married to Joseph, an 

arrangement that Mary’s unnamed father would have arranged for 

her.  It is possible that she and Joseph hardly knew each other, but 

as we will see from Joseph’s character later in this story, he was 

clearly a very good man and Mary was in a good situation.  But then 

she has this Gabriel appear to her.  Did he materialize out of thin air?  

I don’t know, but however it was that he appeared to her, he shocked 

her so much that she didn’t know quite how to take him.  I am going 

to have to be honest with you, if someone appeared out of thin air, I 

have no idea what they could say to me that wouldn’t throw me off 

just a little.  Let’s just respect Mary’s courage, that she didn’t run 

off from this appearing man speaking to her out of turn.  She listened 

to what he had to say.    
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Saturday, December 5 - Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 

to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was 

still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19 

Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her 

publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. 20 As he 

considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. "Joseph, 

son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For 

the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins." 22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord's message through his 

prophet: 23 "Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.'" 24 When 

Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary 

as his wife. 25 But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was 

born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

This would have been so hard for Joseph, to find out that his fiancée 

was pregnant, knowing the child wasn’t his.  Luke goes into much 

more detail on all of this than Matthew does.  There is no barn, 

manger or shepherds in his account.  Luke seems to suggest that 

Mary did not become Joseph’s wife until the fateful trip to 

Bethlehem.  Matthew, while leaving Bethlehem out of the equation, 

does mention that Joseph didn’t make Mary his wife until after Jesus 

is born.  But in order for that to happen, an angel of the Lord had to 

come explain it to Joseph.  And in Joseph’s defense, this would have 

been a whole lot to take on someone’s word.  But God knew that 

Mary was going to need help no matter how strong she was.  God 

knew that Joseph was the support she needed.  Joseph is still there 

when Jesus is 12 and we know that Mary and Joseph had other 

children.  But before Jesus’ crucifixion, Joseph drops from the story; 

most likely he died.  But let’s appreciate what Joseph does to help 

Jesus during his formative years.  Yes, Jesus was certainly influenced 

by His heavenly Father, but there were also lessons taught by His 

earthly father as well.  Joseph clearly had great respect for women 

in that he cared for Mary.  Jesus knew love and spoke of love often.  

Joseph could have easily ruined Jesus’ nature and mission of love but 

instead he reinforced it.    



 2020 Advent Devotional   7 
 

Sunday, December 6 - Luke 1:36-44 

36 What's more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! 

People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now 

in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God." 38 Mary 

responded, "I am the Lord's servant. May everything you have said about me 

come true." And then the angel left her. 39 A few days later Mary hurried to 

the hill country of Judea, to the town 40 where Zechariah lived. She entered 

the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 At the sound of Mary's greeting, 

Elizabeth's child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 42 Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, "God has blessed 

you above all women, and your child is blessed. 43 Why am I so honored, that 

the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44 When I heard your greeting, the 

baby in my womb jumped for joy.  

 

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

I guess if very young Mary can have a child, why not very old 

Elizabeth too!  I am not so stupid as to attempt to guess an age for 

very old Elizabeth because that is a no-win situation for me.  But 

suffice it to say whatever her age, no one was preparing a baby 

shower for her.  I am going to develop an argument about Mary’s 

parents over the course of this week’s devotionals, and I want to 

begin here.  Mary’s pregnancy would have been a scandal since she 

wasn’t married.  The fact that Elizabeth is who Mary goes to and not 

her own mother is in no way surprising.  Elizabeth had been enduring 

judgmental stares from the general public for most of her life.  She 

was married to Zechariah, a prominent man in the community, and 

for his wife to not have a child would have been a terrible thing for 

her.  This is why she became so excited when she was pregnant 

because the curse had been lifted in the eyes of society.  For someone 

who had endured conviction in the court of public opinion for many 

years, Elizabeth was the natural choice for Mary to turn to and may 

explain why Mary’s actual mother is never mentioned.  We are even 

told that Mary went to live with Elizabeth for the months that her 

pregnancy could no longer be hidden.  It is a sad reality but a reality 

none the less.  Mary is surrounded by some very good people, 

including Elizabeth, Zechariah and Joseph.  They are not carrying the 

burden that Mary is, but they are certainly helping her.   
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Monday, December 7 - Luke 1:45-56 

45 You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he 

said." 46 Mary responded, "Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 47 How my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 48 For he took notice of his lowly servant 

girl, and from now on all generations will call me blessed. 49 For the Mighty 

One is holy, and he has done great things for me. 50 He shows mercy from 

generation to generation to all who fear him. 51 His mighty arm has done 

tremendous things! He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. 52 He has 

brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble. 53 He has 

filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. 55 For 

he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children 

forever." 56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went 

back to her own home.  

 

          

Tim’s Comment 

 

Can we just take a moment and appreciate why this girl Mary was 

chosen for this task?  She has no formal education, no record of her 

reading or writing that we know of.  There is literally nothing 

profound about Mary and she recognizes that herself.  She refers to 

herself as a lowly servant girl.  That isn’t derogatory, that is just her 

state in life.  We get to meet her aunt but never her parents (more 

on this in Wednesday’s devotional).  We know very little about her.  

Gabriel has just told her that her life was about to be ruined, being 

pregnant with no earthly husband.  That would have made her an 

outcast in society.  It would ruin her prospects of ever getting 

married to a good man, which was the only hope of a good life for a 

girl in this time period.  Mary’s response to this was that what the 

Angel told her would come to pass and would be such a blessing that 

the entire world would call her blessed.  A pretty impressive thing for 

a girl this young to figure out.  She was willing to give up her life to 

bring this blessed child into the world.  And this child ended up being 

so blessed that we are currently in the process of preparing to 

celebrate His birth again all these many years later.  What an 

impressive young woman Mary was!  It is no wonder that the Good 

Lord chose her to be the mother of His only begotten Son.   
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Tuesday, December 8 - Luke 1:57-66 

57 When it was time for Elizabeth's baby to be born, she gave birth to a son. 

58 And when her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had been very 

merciful to her, everyone rejoiced with her. 59 When the baby was eight 

days old, they all came for the circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name 

him Zechariah, after his father. 60 But Elizabeth said, "No! His name is John!" 

61 "What?" they exclaimed. "There is no one in all your family by that name." 

62 So they used gestures to ask the baby's father what he wanted to name 

him. 63 He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone's surprise he 

wrote, "His name is John." 64 Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he 

began praising God. 65 Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the 

news of what had happened spread throughout the Judean hills. 66 

Everyone who heard about it reflected on these events and asked, "What 

will this child turn out to be?" For the hand of the Lord was surely upon him 

in a special way.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Naming is a big deal in the world of Jesus’ time.  Names were given 

from family names.  Today it appears many parents only name their 

children things no one can spell. In those times, naming sons, 

particularly, was a very big deal.  Notice how the name is spelled.  

This is John with an H.  This is not a Jewish name, because if you look 

back at David’s best friend and Saul’s son in the book of Kings, his 

name is Jonathon.  This is not the same name.  So this name came 

from completely outside the name set for this family, which would 

have shocked a lot of people.   The family was questioned why they 

chose this name that no one had ever heard of before?  That is why 

they went back to Zechariah to make sure this is what he wanted 

because what would the mother know about it??  So he wrote the 

name down and, at that moment, his 9-month fast from talking was 

broken and he praised God.  A minor miracle that made everyone just 

accept that this was the name even though no one understood why 

this peculiar name was given to John.  This name quickly gained 

popularity in that we see many New Testament characters with the 

name John.  It was quite common after this but we don’t see much 

Biblical evidence for it prior to Zechariah and Elizabeth choosing this 

name.   
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Wednesday, December 9 - Luke 2:1-7 

1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should 

be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own ancestral 

towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a descendant 

of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David's ancient home. He 

traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him 

Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously pregnant. 6 And while they were 

there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her first 

child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no lodging available for them.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Jesus. Born in a barn, placed in a manger.  Clearly one of the most 

iconic images from the entire Bible.  The only other images that 

might rival this one is the Cross, the parting of the Red Sea, and David 

standing before Goliath.  We have to ask ourselves why this 

happened.  Neither Mary nor Joseph lived in a barn.  They had houses 

and families.  Mary would have certainly lived with her parents as 

she was probably a teenager.  Joseph would have been a young man, 

even if he was a little older than Mary.  He would have learned a 

trade and was prepared to build a life with his soon-to-be-but-not-

quite-yet wife Mary.  For these two to be travelling together for any 

reason would have been scandalous.  If Augustus demanded 

registration, Mary should have registered under her father’s 

household, not with Joseph.  That begs the question, why didn’t that 

happen?  Let me offer you an alternative view on the reason Mary 

and Joseph were in the barn.  Mary did travel to Bethlehem with her 

parents for the registration.  Joseph went along to register as well.  

When they realized Mary was about to give birth, it could not be 

hidden in the crowded inn.  So, instead of the shame of this 

illegitimate birth, her parents put her out and Joseph took her to the 

only place he could find, the barn.  This explains why neither of their 

parents are ever mentioned in the story at all.  Where Mary and 

Joseph got angels to explain what was going on, Mary’s family didn’t 

get that.  They did what would have been done in this scenario – they 

disowned her.  This is just my “what if”, but the story supports that 

this could have been the case.   
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Thursday, December 10 - Matthew 2:1-6 

1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 

About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, 

asking, 2 "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, 

and we have come to worship him." 3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when 

he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called a meeting of the 

leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, "Where is the 

Messiah supposed to be born?" 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they said, "for this 

is what the prophet wrote: 6 'And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are 

not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you 

who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.'"  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

So, let me get this straight.  There was a star so bright in the sky 

that it was noticed by astrologers from a distant eastern land.  A 

land so far away that they did not understand the Roman empire 

(more on this in Saturday’s devotional).  This super bright star was 

in the sky long enough for these astrologers to travel that great 

distance, set up a meeting with the Roman leader, find out he was 

an idiot, and then travel on to find Jesus.  The star was so bright and 

visible for so long that the Wise men had to travel through town 

after town.  They obviously made no secret as to who they were or 

what they were looking for.  When they arrived at Jesus’ doorstep to 

honor Him with gifts, this group of an undetermined number of Wise 

men were the only ones who were there.  No one else joined them on 

this quest, even though some scholars speculate that they travelled 

for YEARS to arrive at Jesus’ location.  Sorry, the Hallmark Christmas 

scene probably never happened.  In fact, the Shepherds and Wise men 

are mentioned in different Gospels and almost certainly never met.  

But in all of this travelling, no one came with them.  No one wanted 

to become a Wise man.  Because of that, every person who did not 

join the Wise men did not get the chance to see the Christ Child. It 

makes one wonder today what signs and wonders God may still be 

sharing that we are missing out on because we are too engrossed in 

so many other things.  In this busy time of year, make sure you still 

have room for Jesus in all you have going on.   
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Friday, December 11 - Matthew 2:7-12 

7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned 

from them the time when the star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, "Go 

to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, 

come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!" 9 After this 

interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the 

east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over 

the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled 

with joy! 11 They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure 

chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 When it was 

time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God 

had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

I don’t know if you are aware of this, but this is a gift-giving time of 

the year.  That tradition was started by the Wise men, a group of 

pagans from a foreign land who stopped in to see Jesus and weren’t 

heard from again.  I just thought I would point that out for you.  The 

Wise men obviously were not in the know on the political situation 

in Bethlehem.  It was because of their arrival and their expectation 

that whoever this leader was whose star they were following must 

have been somehow related to the political powers at the time.  They 

didn’t know the cruel Roman leadership, so when they arrived, they 

asked to see Herod, not realizing the star had nothing to do with him.  

This meeting is going to result in some terrible tragedies.  I wish God 

had warned the Wise men before they met with Herod; many lives 

could have been saved.  But after meeting with Herod and realizing 

he was no help, they continued to follow the star and ended up 

finding Jesus.  They pulled out their chests and gave Him three gifts: 

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  Gold, a common gift today, was a gift 

you give to royalty.  Frankincense, also a common gift today in that 

we call it perfume or cologne, was a common offering as a sacrifice.  

Both of those are understandable gifts.  But then they gave Myrrh, 

which was used to embalm bodies.  It would be like giving 

formaldehyde as a gift.  Obviously, these gifts are foreshadows of 

Jesus’ life but they all represent strange gifts to give a child.   
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Saturday, December 12 - Matthew 2:13-23 

13 After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream. "Get up! Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother," the angel 

said. "Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search 

for the child to kill him." 14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child 

and Mary, his mother, 15 and they stayed there until Herod's death. This 

fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: "I called my Son out 

of Egypt." 16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had 

outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem 

who were two years old and under, based on the wise men's report of the 

star's first appearance. 17 Herod's brutal action fulfilled what God had 

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 "A cry was heard in Ramah--

weeping and great mourning. Rachel weeps for her children, refusing to be 

comforted, for they are dead." 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 20 "Get up!" the angel said. "Take 

the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because those who were 

trying to kill the child are dead." 21 So Joseph got up and returned to the 

land of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 22 But when he learned that the 

new ruler of Judea was Herod's son Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. 

Then, after being warned in a dream, he left for the region of Galilee. 23 So 

the family went and lived in a town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the 

prophets had said: "He will be called a Nazarene." 

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

We have had a few chuckles through this devotional but not today.  

This is the most awful part of the story of the birth of Jesus.  Just 

like Pharaoh did for Moses back in Exodus, when the powers that be 

realized that a new power was rising, their response was to murder 

babies.  This is the worst possible response that anyone could have.  

I am thankful that God revealed to Joseph to get Jesus and Mary out 

of there, but my heart breaks for all of these families who lost so 

much.  This is a stark reminder that, while Christmas is a wonderful 

time of year, it is also the time of year where old hurts, pains and 

disappointments seem to rear their ugly heads.  I am not trying to 

bring you down in the midst of your celebration this year.  It may be 

a blessing to someone if you would reach out to them and let them 

know that they aren’t the only ones who remember what is different 

about Christmas this year.   
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Sunday, December 13 - Luke 2:8-20 

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding 

their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among 

them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory surrounded them. They were 

terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I bring 

you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior--yes, the 

Messiah, the Lord--has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 

And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly 

in strips of cloth, lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a 

vast host of others--the armies of heaven--praising God and saying, 14 "Glory 

to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is 

pleased." 15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 

each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about." 16 They hurried to the village and found 

Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After 

seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the 

angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the shepherds' 

story were astonished, 19 but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 

thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back to their flocks, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the 

angel had told them.  

 

Tim’s Comment 
 

Let me get this straight.  A town so full that there was literally no 

room for a very pregnant Mary?  A town full of people not from the 

town who came in to register for the census?  A town that had no 

electric lighting so when the sun went down, there were a few fires 

around, but it was mostly dark?  This town, filled to capacity and 

beyond was visited by flying, singing, glowing, dare I say Herald 

Angels who came to make a dramatic announcement to the whole 

world… Were only were noticed by the shepherds out in the field?  

How is that possible?  How could everyone have missed this music 

and light show?  It doesn’t even seem possible.  And don’t tell me 

that this event was limited just to the shepherds.  We have plenty of 

examples of Angels delivering messages to people and it does not 

include a musical performance.  This was a sign to the world and the 

world missed it except for the shepherds who were willing to respond 

when they saw what was happening.  It’s enough to make one 

wonder what else we may be missing when we are preoccupied with 

other things.   
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Monday, December 14 - Luke 2:27-35 

27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came 

to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was 

there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 "Sovereign 

Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen 

your salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to 

reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!" 33 Jesus' 

parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon 

blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby's mother, "This child is destined 

to cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has 

been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the 

deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 

your very soul."  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

The idea of going to church every week as we do today would not 

have been possible, since the concept of a house of worship anyplace 

other than the temple would have been sacrilege.  So going to the 

Temple would have been a big deal because it is something that 

would have only been done a couple of times in a lifetime, even 

though the temple was such a high holy place for so many people.  It 

would have been a very big deal for Mary and Joseph to bring baby 

Jesus into the temple at all.  Just the experience of being there would 

have been enormous.  Keep in mind, Jesus was born under dubious 

circumstances.  Even with the angels coming to assure them prior to 

Jesus’ birth, this would have been an intimidating moment.  Keep in 

mind also that Simeon, who was no spring chicken, spent most of his 

days blessing babies as well as taking care of sacrifices and other 

temple duties.  Mary and Joseph could have just been two more faces 

in the crowd of young couples bringing in their babies.  So for Simeon 

to say that he could die a happy man because of seeing this particular 

Baby meant that there was something special going on.  What?  The 

presence of the Holy Spirit connecting with Simeon?  Some divine 

revelation?  Had he spoken to a prophet about this (see tomorrow’s 

reading)?  We aren’t told how he knew, but he did know.  Jesus has 

had this exact effect on people who have truly encountered Him ever 

since.   
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Tuesday, December 15 - Luke 2:36-40 

36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of 

Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died 

when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow 

to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day 

and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just 

as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. 

She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly 

for God to rescue Jerusalem. 39 When Jesus' parents had fulfilled all the 

requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in 

Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with 

wisdom, and God's favor was on him.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Anna is a Biblical character that we spend very little time with and I 

am so glad to give today’s devotional time to this extraordinary 

woman.  Here is a woman who was a complete failure by the societal 

standards of the day.  She had no children, no husband and no one to 

take care of her.  She is identified by the Gospel writer Luke as a 

“Prophet.”  Exactly what that specific role was, I can’t say because 

in the order of the temple, there was no designated prophet role.  

Many leaders functioned as prophet, but the language should have 

been priest, rabbi, teacher or something like that.  This designation 

prophet means that she was recognized as having gifts but as a 

woman would not have been able to hold leadership roles in the 

temple.  Also, Mary and Joseph listened to her and Simeon made no 

attempt to shoo her away, so whatever her actual role in the life of 

the temple was, she was fully accepted there.  She overcame 

tremendous odds to get to this point, a point which by the rules of 

the day she should not have held.  Her role would have been in the 

home taking care of her family.  But her husband died when she was 

young, and she was now 84.  She was, by rights, a worthless woman 

who carved out a life for herself in service to God in the Temple, a 

place she should not have been allowed to be.  She broke a lot of 

norms and expectations of the day.  And, according to the Gospel 

writer Luke, she was one of the first people to recognize Jesus in this 

child brought in by another random young couple.  How did she know 

Jesus was the Christ?  Did I mention she was a prophet?   
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Wednesday, December 16 - Luke 2:41-52 

41 Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 

When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After 

the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn't miss him at first, 44 because they 

assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn't show up 

that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends. 

45 When they couldn't find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for 

him there. 46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, 

sitting among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking 

questions. 47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48 His parents didn't know what to think. "Son," his mother said to 

him, "why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, 

searching for you everywhere." 49 "But why did you need to search?" he 

asked. "Didn't you know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50 But they 

didn't understand what he meant. 51 Then he returned to Nazareth with 

them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all these things in 

her heart. 52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and 

all the people. 

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

This passage makes me sad that we don’t get more details about 

Jesus’ life between His birth and the beginning of His ministry.  There 

was like 30 years of experiences, lessons and growing pains that we 

know nothing about because the Gospel writers were so limited in 

how much of the story they could record.  But I want to encourage 

all of you to read this story through the eyes of two frantic parents.  

First of all, they began a journey without making sure that Jesus was 

with the caravan.  That is a definite call to children’s services today.  

Then, it took them three days to realize it.  Three days!  That means 

that if you left one of your kids at church on Sunday, you wouldn’t 

realize it until Wednesday.  (FYI, if that happens, I would have dropped 

your kids at the Humane Society by then.)  Then they run back to 

Jerusalem to find Him at the temple.  When they find him, Jesus says, 

and I quote “But why did you need to search?  Didn’t you know that 

I must be in my Father’s house?”  Parents, you lost your 12-year-old 

kid for three days and when you find him, this is his response.  What 

happens next?  Another possible call to children’s services?   
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Thursday, December 17 - John 1:6-13 

6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone 

might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he 

was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9 The one who is the true light, 

who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into the 

very world he created, but the world didn't recognize him. 11 He came to 

his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him 

and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are 

reborn--not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but 

a birth that comes from God.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

We read the prologue to John’s Gospel clear back on the first day of 

our Advent Journey.  It is one of the Bible’s more famous passages: 

“In the beginning was the Word…”  That is a very recognizable 

passage, and it has great significance in helping us understand the 

identity of Jesus Christ.  Jesus always has been, is, and always will 

be.  Not bad for a Baby who spent His first night on earth in a feeding 

trough.  But lets just appreciate the great extremes that the Christ 

Child represents.  We go from that great galactic opening recognizing 

that Jesus is always to the description of the man who was charged 

with being His announcer.  Please keep in mind, John the Baptist wore 

camel hair and ate locusts.  He led a very charismatic cult out in the 

wilderness and scared people half to death with his preaching.  Jesus 

and John were cousins, but in most scenarios, John is the cousin no 

one talks about.  We all have that cousin and if you don’t have that 

cousin, sorry to break it to you then that cousin is you.  But when 

Jesus is involved, the cousin no one claims becomes the one God 

chooses to herald and prepare the way for the arrival of His Son.  That 

is how things work when God is involved, the outcast becomes the 

main character, the unqualified becomes the hero, the one with little 

to offer provides the biggest contribution.  John is the ultimate proof 

that this equation is true.  God + X = more than enough.  John had 

little to nothing to offer, but God chose him for a role in the Gospel 

story and to no one’s surprise, that role was vital and could have 

been fulfilled by no one else.  This is why not responding to God’s call 

cheats everyone out of witnessing God’s plan.   
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Friday, December 18 - John 1:19-28 

19 This was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and 

Temple assistants from Jerusalem to ask John, "Who are you?" 20 He came 

right out and said, "I am not the Messiah." 21 "Well then, who are you?" they 

asked. "Are you Elijah?" "No," he replied. "Are you the Prophet we are 

expecting?" "No." 22 "Then who are you? We need an answer for those who 

sent us. What do you have to say about yourself?" 23 John replied in the 

words of the prophet Isaiah: "I am a voice shouting in the wilderness, 'Clear 

the way for the LORD's coming!'" 24 Then the Pharisees who had been sent 

25 asked him, "If you aren't the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, what right 

do you have to baptize?" 26 John told them, "I baptize with water, but right 

here in the crowd is someone you do not recognize. 27 Though his ministry 

follows mine, I'm not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his 

sandal." 28 This encounter took place in Bethany, an area east of the Jordan 

River, where John was baptizing.  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Do you think that John was in any way fooled by the line of 

questioning by the Jewish leaders?  That isn’t a typical response any 

of us would give to the question of “who are you?”  If you asked me 

who I was, I wouldn’t respond by saying “I’m not Josh Barnes”, not 

that I would ever be confused for him in the first place.  But the only 

way I would respond like that is if someone was confused on who I 

was and I was aware of their confusion.  Who I am not would be more 

important than who I am.  Clearly John did not want them thinking 

he was the Messiah; that was a misconception he wanted to clear up 

right away (more on the reasons why in tomorrow’s devotional).  But 

as soon as the leaders realized John was on to them, they went right 

down the line.  “Are you Elijah?  Are you the Prophet?...”  John made 

no bones about it –he wasn’t the guy they were looking for.  The 

reason that he was the wrong guy had less to do with John’s role and 

more to do with who Jesus was.  For someone like John, who was 

clearly a larger-than-life public figure, to be willing to take a back 

seat to the role of Jesus gives us a very clear perspective on who 

Jesus was, is, and continues to be to this very day.  We are a mere 

week from celebrating His birthday and the reason that is such a 

wonderful celebration is because believers like us know a Savior.   
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Saturday, December 19 - John 1:29-34 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look! The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 He is the one I was 

talking about when I said, 'A man is coming after me who is far greater than 

I am, for he existed long before me.' 31 I did not recognize him as the 

Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed 

to Israel." 32 Then John testified, "I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove 

from heaven and resting upon him. 33 I didn't know he was the one, but 

when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, 'The one on whom you 

see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy 

Spirit.' 34 I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of 

God."  

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

Here is something that we don’t see enough of in our world today: 

humility.  Can we just appreciate the fact that John the Baptist was 

willing to not only identify Jesus as the Christ but also recognize that 

as great as everyone thought he was, he was perfectly willing to 

identify Jesus’ greatness as far exceeding his own.  In our world that 

is so full of bravado and enormous egos, this is almost refreshing.  

John was a humble man; I do not dispute that.  He was respected by 

many people and while we aren’t told a whole lot about him, from 

what we do know, he was a “colorful” character.  He dressed in a 

fashion all his own and not many people were interested in sharing 

a meal with him.  But I believe that John the Baptist may have had 

another reason not to want to be identified as the Messiah: he 

understood what that was going to mean.  It is well documented that 

the vast majority of the people looking for the Messiah were looking 

for someone to deliver them from the Romans.  Who wouldn’t want 

to be a mighty warrior in the army of God?  John the Baptist may 

have had a clearer understanding of the role of the Messiah, which 

was recorded in Isaiah 55.  John knew that level of suffering was 

beyond his capacity.  I am not in any way suggesting that John 

wouldn’t have been faithful to whatever God asked of him, but I am 

saying that John recognized that the sin of the world was far too big 

of a burden for him to carry.  John knew his place and accepted his 

role and was happy to fill it.  That is what faithfulness looks like.   
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Sunday, December 20 - John 1:35-39 

35 The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples. 36 As 

Jesus walked by, John looked at him and declared, "Look! There is the Lamb 

of God!" 37 When John's two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus. 38 

Jesus looked around and saw them following. "What do you want?" he asked 

them. They replied, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are you 

staying?" 39 "Come and see," he said. It was about four o'clock in the 

afternoon when they went with him to the place where he was staying, and 

they remained with him the rest of the day.  

 

 

Tim’s Comment 

 

I always write my devotionals in reverse order, so this is the first 

devotional of this book I am writing.  Today is Tuesday, Oct 27.  

Tonight, I am planning to go help with the Rotary Halloween candy 

hand-out and we have Trunk-or-Treat planned at Wayne Street 

tomorrow night.  I tell you this because I want to give you 

perspective.  If you followed the days of the readings in this 

devotional, you are reading this nearly two months after I wrote it 

and, given that most of you are doing final preparations for 

Christmas on this final Sunday of Advent, I am guessing Halloween 

seems like a long time ago.  It is my prayer for you today that both 

COVID and the election seem like a long time ago because they are 

taking over the attention of the whole world right now.  Two months 

and a lot has changed.  Yet, it was nearly 2,000 years ago when John 

the Baptist recognized something very important that is still making 

a difference today.  If that much has changed in 2 months, how much 

has changed in 2,000 years?  The honest answer is much has changed 

but one thing has stayed the same.  The Savior that John the Baptist 

noticed is alive and well today.  My prayer is that over the three 

weeks we have spent together in this devotional have brought you 

closer to Him.  In a world of constant change, change both for the 

better and for the worse, we need a North Star, a constant and 

unchanging force.  For 2021, I recommend as your constant the same 

One that John saw in this reading.  He has not changed, moved or 

altered in any way.  He is still the One who came because of God’s 

great love of the world and it is for that same reason that He is still 

present.  That is why we wish each other a Merry Christmas!   

 


